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It hae taken“me s&nce July 1940 to %ake a ne%e of my ’

_travels and adventures gince" joining the’ Royal Pavyeﬁnd S0 I
“intend to-commernice from’ teday,and hope to be able to record
events which Bhould be ofF 1nteresﬁ +o myself and possibly
cthers 'in yedrs £6 ceme.ﬂy reason for delaying thls ‘record is.
‘fﬁextremely feeble=lack of patlence,tlme,and ability t0. concentra

fully upon eomething,wbleh many other people:would “give their
‘right Hand" to be able'to experience in order to get eway frOm
‘the regular monotony ef everyday life, -

: I shall:go back: to the beginning of" the War,when I was 1
erking &t the Post Offlee Research Station at Dollis Hlll,Lonaon
My work was of & photegraphlc ‘nature-Commercisl work in" congunc-ﬁ
- =tion with the researe'Wlaboraterlesgwar whs declared,andia k
**~ﬁmonth or so 1ater, rputYin my first’ requeet to be released and

- j9in up.This was: refused on’” the grounds’” that my work: W&S of a-

aufficiently 1mportant nature,to warrant my being in: a reserved

’vpoeitloanhls struck me ag being very+amu51ngge8peeially ag the

“wage 1 was receiv1ng-low,&ue to ny agé which Was ‘then I9-was

“hardlyon a par with 'dn" importart jeb“Fewever T was not quite.
.'”dlscouraged,and put in: geveral more tequests-all’ ef’wﬁich were

_ turned dowiia'T very. reluetently decdided to wait: antil- registering

< withH my age group In Harch’ I940,and ‘evern then T:was forced to
walt untll Juﬁy 19&01A1%h0ugh the Navy had always beeﬁ my flrst

;Scottlsh-could find ne Scottlsh Plood in my- velns,couldn’v?

- - bBluff.The- Pevyhhad to walt unﬁll I reglsteredeas they were

f;rfull up at the timey: EIE oK .

S e So ‘on July T9EH, T repo?ted to Chatham'ﬁhere I was' kltted

i up with ‘mbout a hundre& ¢ther recruitse.ifter a week there,chlefly

ent waiting about &1l éay long and” gozng ﬁhrough various odd

utines, I wag drafted’ down to HJM.S, Wildflre,at Sheerness. for

m Defense ﬁralning.we Tlived under canvas here for mearly

hree months,dozng extensive Field: trainlng;seamanshlb and a - -
remans course.Fyrnexﬁ draft was to H.M.S, Rooke,at Rosyih.mhere

tér 2 short spell ’in a converfed ‘school,I went on board my ¥i¥

rgt ship~H.},Trawler: "Star of the Realm",l spent a ‘couple of -

riths - on*her,d01ng about" the<mest ‘useless Job ‘a young energetic

hap counld possibly do for the war effort.ﬂbst of the time we:

' -¥ere one of the Gate ships,and apart from tiring watchkeeplng,

. the only seamanship I ever did was to put a Senhouse slip on the

ble when the Gate was clésed,and take it off again when she

5 about to open agaanZ‘Another month and I would have cracked
-1t was essentially an old man s Job.The only advantage of the
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partlcular job was that we worked 48 hours 'on' and 48 hours
1o¥%f!,which meant that I could take the train inte Edinburgh
for two days 1eave at.a- tlme.This Was most welcome o me,and the
moment that my watchkeeping t1m¢ was -coppleted,I would dash off
there to. enjoy myself.It was there-that I received.the most
genuine hospitality that I have ever hadel met Bunty ¥cdonald
-at a Dance at-the Palais,and upeon: chumming up . I wasa inv1ted home
tosméet her Aunt,with whom she. livedeMrs, Anderson is .one of thos
~typical Scottish Highland women who w1l -do anything for anyone,
With the result that a good: 50@ of my time .ashore was. spent at
her homs,wbere I would be put up for the night,glven Breakfast
in_bed and- generally -trested. asvone- of the family:Bunty often -
. -complained quite- Jokingly that -1 was treated far,better than she
waslll ‘was extremely soryy,to-leave. Edinburghe -
4 "I had been selected -for a Gommlsslgn,whxlst at Sheernes
and the usual proceedure was for candidates from Boom .Defenge -
%0 go- through -another period of, training.at -H,M,S, Colllngwood,
~ down at Fareham,Hants.I, had been unfortunate in that;I bad peen
drafted to ‘my Trawler,asnd so several months were wastedsHowever
~I-was to go-at last.With several. other. ratings.I- started off ‘on
.the trlp SouthsWith the usual ‘Faval. thoroughness,when we.arrived
~at the training Base. nobody knew- anythlng about u§-and what was
more,being Boom.Defenqe ratlngs,nobody cared- anythlng about usdd
- We soon:cleared that point up however,and were-initiated into th
Camp.The. training was more thorough- than’ th=t which I- ‘had: receiv
- previously,but in my opinion not-so engcyable.At the - end. of two
months we were all ealled, before: tbeWCommodore who, lnter71ewed
us individually.Despite the fact that I had received; exyellent
recommendatlons»from.my Instuctors,he turped me dpwn £ £
unknown reasoniNaturally I was: pretty’cutdupypartxcularl t the
prospect of returning to Boom Defense,s0- 1. decided to make a
ruisance of" myself-qazte legally of  .course-so that: I could at
least get into Active Service,I finshed my. ceurse,and wag: drafte
intov R.N,.B. Portsmouth(H ¥.S. Vlctory)Th@re I was .to: langulsh ‘
for three: months,experlencing all of- the '?1itzes'whlch ruined
half of: the Barracks,and most .of- ‘the city.HoW we: nearly all ‘o
survived that,I do nnt know, This- would be our routine for the
- whole tlme-After 3, normel day's work of. removing debris and R
mtilated bodies,or removing furniture from bombed=out ‘houses,
or coaling a Sth in the Harbour,we would be detailed.off for:
, Firewatching,either in the Barracks or the Dockyard(the;Dock—
workers cosidered that they hed, done their share. towards, the
War,and would go and watehtthe flres in the town fpom nesrby
Plllsz Vi particular abode for firewatching was the schoolblock
whose roof had already been 'blasted skyhigheand a Pal and I had-
to squat on a narrow beam up there,and deal with any Tncendibtie
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which droprped down im that areal ?0vtunﬂtelv for us none. ever
did,but the thought of attempting to do the impossible was *
sufficlently nerve-wrackinglZvery other night I wen%t ashore
and .would have =z 'peaceful'! night at }adden's POuel,Wthh was
a Seamaﬁ%g Hotelq One particular night Zddie Anstee’suggested
that we. go over to Cosham.vhlch.vas about £ miles away,and try

to stay with some prlva%e people.l was not keen.at first,as it
‘was so far away and- transvort was so difficult,but he eventualTy

persuaded me to do so.That night ¥adden's recelved a direct hit,
end three~weeks later over 200 bodies. ‘had been dug out of the
ruinsi{Webalways went to Cosham after that,and found some very

" nice folk with whom to stayeAt the end of this three months I

was on the: verge of a nervous breakdown,and having been
re-considered- for a commission I received my mnext draft to an
ex=-U, S..Coastguard Cutter(U.S.S. Tahoe)remamed H.M, 8. Fishguard,
ATl C.V,(Commissioned, Warravt)Candldates had to serve at least
3 months at Sea .during that perlod,and my time on board a Boom
Defense shlp did not count at all.

: The next nine: mont%s seemed to pass very qulc k1,

and long sea trips into the Atlantic and sik week trips dowm to

- Bathurst in British Gambia,ell heTpeo one to feel tna&fat last

ore was doing something reallv useful from the Active point of
view,Bathurst greatly. dlsapp01nted me.On approaching the port

- from the Sea,one sees a neat looking array of ‘building along the
fronteBut what a contrast ashore,the buildings, were filthy and

. most of the noquace dlseased-cblefly it anpears,Vepereal.}rlcec

- ashore for anythingsespecially Fru

~~chang1ng:raom.hao ‘been placed .aty )
~guite rapidly,so;that one could: Oﬂl ,baihe in 5 feet of water ,
»' there being -Bnarks outgide -that limit.There was ve“y 1ittle of
’1nterestvashore,but one-could get qulte g few Zood snaps.

- =us -reputation of throwing mone
. shore{Oranges Would ‘be costing
-or bargainlng would make the -dea

) ¢

were . exhorbltant This was
e Egtelot with his notoric
Lsoon as he .steps on
sand mo amount of thteal
ge hls Price,because he

undoubtedly caused by the infl

hat -semebody was bound -tobn
We used o go swimming °

ernment house,'here &
nosal.mbe beach shelved

Five minutes after reurning from 1ea¢é,wn11st the Snlp

‘Was étuBelfast T was ordered . to psok my Kitbag and hammock and
\report to H,¥ S King Alfred at Brighton,I. and ‘four. other C.Vs
‘had been Walulng -for our reliefs.all this ulme,ana noel we were

going without weatng for themiWe were ab haupy as Sandboyslﬂy
the way we eelebrated in trae styledTo cut things sl rort,we all
passed. our Tinal Selection Board-6 out of ID. failed!-and

. started our training as Cedets,I was very. proud of my QIFVY

iittle white capband,which we 21l had to wear~I felt that’
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I had well and truly earned 1t desnlte wnat other% mlght have' g
thoughtd
Three months of. really hara Work,and I pessea through mwy
Ixams,and on my 22nd Birthday wore my Officer's Uniform for the
first timelThe best Rirthday Dresent I have ever hadil spént an
excellent legve after thaﬁ-anm was recalled to do an Anti-Gas
course down at Devonportl{H.H S.Drake) From there I did a weeks
Cunnéry course at Whale Islaﬁd( JL S, Excellent)and finally
proceeded right up’ ‘Torth to Fort William,in ibhe wild$red Bonnie
Scotland,and at the foot of Berl Hevis.,There we were to 4o a
month's course for Coastal Forces(H.¥.S.St uhrlstopher)c e day
three of us achieved a great ambltlon,that of climbing to the s
top of Ben ¥evis.It seemed. very strange to start off in blazing
sunshine and finish off in icy snow,and a blizzardlThe Wren b
stewards were sore at us when we returned 1ate,buu we - soon L
smoothed them overl o A S
At the completlon of ﬁhls ooarse,everybne i's onrnerves . &
edge to find out what sort of app01ntments they will have.I had -
requested Notor Gurboats or M,T.B.s but I was certainly not
dlsapﬁ01nted when,with three otbers I was told that I would be
going out to. Canada to pick up some new shlns which Were being
built there.After a month's indefinite leave we set - off to the
otber gide on board the U. o.S.Nhnargo whlch was an armed transpor
Ten. dayq of gldrlouS'weather,and the calmest gseas T 1
had ever seen in the North Atlant;c.we arrived in Boston on 29th |
June,and there I looked up Diana and Hugh Stubblns,whOfwere the’
relatives of some friends in Trngland. Leedless to say we' 'soon’ got,
a party goingeTwo days 1ater we arrived %o report in Halifax, B
anﬁ further travelled on to Weymouth .in Tove ‘SeotiasThis tlny,c,,
sleepy v1llage ha'd never ‘gseen the Favy before,so we all ereated
~guite a stir.Met Buck Buchanan,iony Lewis,George Turner ﬁhere,ﬁg§
and togéther Wlth.my'party-con31st1ng of Peter Wardle Reg Foster;
‘Sam Barder and myself,we all billetted in the Goodwin Hotel. :
: The - Goodw1ns had run a very prof table. Commerclal _
.hotel in. years’gone past,and with the roney. HMr Goodwzn “had saved
the two daughters had completed their education by travelllng.
ano*tunately,howeve* ¥r Goodwin had died and finanecizl trouble
had” developed Consequently. ¥rs GoodW1n and ‘the ‘two daughters
had to. re~opén the.Hotel,and were forced to- ‘do most o the
work themselves,as Cooks etc were almost impossible to obtain, |
Consequently they tutrned out the best food that I have tasted=
‘apart from hohe food of course.-aﬂd the qerv1ce ‘was excellent.
.- Three. of the nicest peonle I have gver met.We all helped them as
‘much’ as we coulde
 The fl?mAWthh was bulldlng our Shlbs was mrench—
»“anadlan,end the 1arﬁc3t craft that thev had attempted to build




prior to these was about a 30+ ft craftiThus they were very
slow at the job indeed,and took approximately six months to
complete our shipsiThen,too,they were under no sort of wartime
‘co“pulslon and once or twice the Workmen struok becauseﬂthey
were not pald more monev!

‘The four of us became a little tire d after a few Wﬁens
Just sitting down and sleeping most of the daysso we asked to
work on Camnadian M/Ls,This request was granfed,and we split up,
I. being attached to Q072,with Doug Howard as my SkippereHe was

a greit: lad,ﬂnd.mf 2il used to- have gsome great parties together,

We had churmed up with several R.C.¥. Tursesy,and would- nearlv
“always go' out together,Ther was K=y Robinson snd I,Anna Chalmer:s
- and Peter,Jane <= and Sam.Reg was & frec-laaceliAFter about

© six weeks we: thought that we would try for some lpave and combiz
1t with business,This, fortunatels,va granted~-so we sét off for
Ottawa to s&e our chlef there.wnd try to €1scover,our future
positionsSpent just over a day in Ottawa and was’ greatly
impeessed W1th.$ne City's cleanliness.Then we returned to Hontr-
=eal,and spent four hectic days,until we suddenly had s recall.
ﬂonﬁreal is a tynical French: city,full of Night Clubs,and gay
shops.A great surprise was to find so many French~Canadians who
could not speak a word of FhglishlThen came the Jong trgip back
to WeymouthsAs night: be e;pected we still had to wait around

';there,and so,after commissioning ore ship,with Peter as Aeting

CeO4 and myself volunteerlng 25 his Toelyl; deczdeq to shbot off

;.to heW'Yorﬁ,and Aduly arrived there in two daysi::

SR S Imagine the surprise of Aunt Ray %nd family when they
,re01ved my cable from Boston=this was my third attempt @ get
10 WaYe~as we had not seen each other for nvmrly 19 vearslI

~ spent.three weeks there that tlme, with only 340 at hand.Having
hbo réturn to.uullﬂax adain,as it had been d601de& to hand over .

;f&cur shipd to 'the U.S.W.TI declded to return again if possidle,
“thig hime with some real ‘cash in hand.I was told that T Wcqu

“ﬁbeng01ng ‘out to West \Africe via IEnglasndyand had ‘several dayvs tov

waityso that T could go on leave agalp fTor & week’Thls‘ulme, j“
'mrmed'w1tb £280,1 set forth for Wew York once mores There T met
the other three lads, ho were waiting to go on to the VWest
Tndves(“’),and Peter and I went out togethersFive nights of
vﬂight clubs,ygetting up at I030 each mornln’ apd dlnlng andé
 dancing until 0630 the next mornlpg,Pnd then uv agaln I hed a
terrific relapse three days after arriving back in Hal ifax{/
' ‘ ’ - New York fascinated me.The people on the whole Werf
so hospitable to  ,we servicemen, thﬂ ~they could not do .gnough g
for use Ifﬁoneuwere to accept all the invitations going for
Cocktall parties and Tinner and Dances efc,one could keep on.
the move for 24 hrs out of 24«.’..’ Prite a t€w Ard.
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A;_Sklﬁper de01ded to scoot o*&on.hls own,whlch wé'

B amazing that several men who were aAbsolutely capable

";wﬁen I did ‘the- same:Certalnly vetry -catchingld

"CiW.A.C.5{Canadian Women's Army Corps) &n board,she.was rather
‘he

""Amstelklrk" which was to take us to. W;Afrlca.Wé had”
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I spent a lot of my time there just wandering aroung the
Pity with my camerz,walking for hours, and hours each day.The'.
buildings were so contrasting and magnifibentlyfconstructed,and
the typical American gadgets 8o convenient and novel:that one
could not possiblvy comgpare it to TLondonsiy favourite haunts

‘were the Hamburger Cafes,where I would just literally stuff

myself with' the 1u801ous thlngsl'The Coffezwas superb~and so
were the Women] Sk !/
; . Samand I acceptea an: 1nv1ta$1on to go to Qre~nw1ch,1n
Conneetlvut ‘The hosts were very well=to~doyand over’ the week-en
we went to Yaleyand saw the first Football mmtcéh of the .season,
Thls matceh ermsed Sem and I.Americans. are on:the: whole- rather
excitable people,and though everyone had a perfectyvlew from

“their seat,the crowd would insist’ upon’ r151ng *to  their feet eve:
. five ﬂlnutes or so,whilst Szm and I were the only two who retai
- =&d theirs!(How typically Englimshl)I had: to'smile when Sanm

started following suit towards the finish-and. 1augh5d even more

I said goodbye with'regret when I had to leave @y Psls,

‘as I had‘to get aboard my return shipeIl met Don Beverley,who

was my C.CG. for the first time,and together with Buck Buchanan,
we' all embarked upon the Queen Elizabeth,What a glorlous ‘ghip
this ~is,although with nearly thirteen thousand méenrand. 200

crowded, It took just .on four days ‘to get to Creenock ar
was I back in England againeThis time it was the family's >
be surprised, esn801ally at tbe 10&& of: ﬁlnned foods;etc whxch I

’br@ﬂght with mefﬁxyA

A month later. Don,Buck and T embarkea on boam the'

meant everybody keeping a watech,backed up by th

_ the job,and men who were too old pulled their weight beautlfull*

Ve thnee became ‘gredt friends with . 'Short}_ wi

v, g01ng to rurse afk thhe Buropean Hospital at Takoradi.The four
. ofus lalways stuck “together,although Doy was .the TavouritelThre

sweeks Iater we-left the Amstelkirk at- Frestowmyand- bcarﬁed the

v "Highland Brlgade" which was to. take us to Takoradi on the Gold

 Qoast.It took us another week to get there, and within two hours

of disembarking,Don and I joined our shlp-H.L.266 The two men
we were relieving had been there’ nearlv I% months,and;had
expectedtrus twa months prevriouslys
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‘Imaglne how pleased theyvwere when they saw us arrive on boardl
.We took over completely after two days,and they sailed
away. '
. Takoradl is. a poor: spot for enztertalnment as mlght be
expected,31nce it.is only .a small Pcrﬁ(alth@ugh the only -one on
-the Gold: Coast),?né their is no tewnship to speak\og Ahout a
“twenty five minute walk from the Dockyard is the Takqradi Sports
Clﬁb,wﬁich is the: only club-in the ‘district.Here a. Danee ‘1s held
con:VWednesdays and %aturdzys—the tatter day having an R.A.F. Band
roncer e forﬁnlﬂht Here one may see a-fair gized crowd of men with
few'wamen to dance witheTheir are probably about 500 men: to I
© womansin! Takoradl,or the whole West Coast for that matte;.And
- then most of ‘thede 'women ¢consist of R, A.*.tﬁur51ng 1sters,or
Slsters from the Burohean Hospifale - : ‘
Uit oWe had cour Tirst tough break as. goon as we c~rrlvedmn
?jboard shlp.It appeared that our engines wererinra bad saapp,but
v twelwere going to have new ones fltted as,soon as. they arrived
‘:fromltke U.K;Apparently theyrdid arrive with the -Amsielkerk,and
were actually landed:at -the end o€ Jaruary.Due te the inefficiernc
of acertain so-called Engineer Officer ashore, they were not 3
»;eventhally fitted until the middle, of EarchWDurlmg this, period.
smy Jobswas to 31y and pet th e.nhlp into: fighting. aud an efficient
lshape.A great percentage of this task consisted .of. get»zng stores
from‘shore,whlch again were under the charge of the E, O,Here
- wasrthetoughest job of all,for as the B.0, r01nted out to. me=-
'j0u1te correctly-time after tlme"Yby people rmust r98118¢ that we
zre . o¥er 3000 miles away from Home and supplies.are practically
’5peg11gable",5nt even then with the supplies, thet wereravailable,
I “ﬁﬁo flghﬁ 1ike’ fury to get even & fractlon of those ﬂhlch

»?hg%35axrmw every t1m° T Went 1nto his - offlce He aoted exact1y
_ the same to eaoh Offlcer who attemnt@d to get. his shiyp into-an

Offiﬂer fOT‘hlS 1ack of - co-oneLat;on and 1v01v111tj,and arrogent
@,atﬁ&tude.ﬁe Wwas a real nasty plece of ”ork,wn@ 1n every one'ls
"on nion wes a menzce:to the ¥War efforb, .-

‘ Tbe chlef tvouble which was =lways const nt on boaré Wwa s
_ ,Fverythlng EX@@SEﬁ to ‘the air would turn rusty'ln a. day,
'and4reau1red continuous maintenanceye.gs Guardrails,which would
Havs - o be replaced ‘every ‘couple of monthis,and then screpad and
"~ Dboiled~oiled almost gvery day.Guns were - the same,anerequlveo
constant: mzintenancesTo cut thlngs short. everyone or®* board
- worked §o0lidly all .day to. get the ghivp into.shape,and the crew
rarely had a ‘Mpke and Mend', How glad we were to get OuT new
Tngines and be able to go over to the Jetty under our own power

instead of having to rely upon somebody else ta tow ?Sg




Faxe ‘ . . a .
?vertuany after terrific messing’ about by the Base staf;,
e were ready for‘Seg,pnd the beginning of April saw us doing
short patrols to get the Ingines worked in. R , R
Some form of rscreation had to be found For the crew -to
prevent - all going very stale and demoralised.3¢ aftér.a lot .of
corresnondence we arranged for everyone to go on. leave for four to
five dars.ihe ship!'s company went in three Watches,W1fh an Offlcer
each ‘time.The place chosen was=Kumasi.which:is the Capitaldof.
Ashantijand mearly 200 miles inland.The" tralnserv1ce congsisted of -
one train a day,and. “the " journey took nearly 8 .nours’through: dusty
BushiI stayed Wlth 2 Mr Briscoe Who was the ’Lahogony'hlng'“up
there,He was a grand chap,and was a great Host,I was taken: eround :
in his car,and gpent-a-day rlghi in: ‘the Bush looking over the =
Mahogony trees and the lumber camps hastlly Tigged-upsiiis assistant
aec! took me ‘with hime.Mac was 'a jolly good: bloke—he was about
48, Irlsh,weedily built and the heaviest drinker I have ever metsWe
shared the same bedroom,aﬁd he would wake up abouti 2 or 3 in the
morning and swallow a tumbler fukl of’ Whlskey which. was 1nvar1ab1y
by his’ bed31de The first thing he did upon awakéning was: to:take !
another - drolee«was half tight Dractlcally all-day- long.But despite
hig' age,Habits and»phy51que,he had done his:job this wir.He was
one of the first’ valunteers to Join the Royal . West African’ .Forces
when they: marched: rlght aeross Africa and helped %o, ‘wipe.up the
Italians’ in Bast Africa’ back In I94T.A great chap.I, understanf that
he died from consumntion in May of I9A3.He certainly Was very
consumptlve when I ¥mew himg’ L R e
B Amongst other thlnrs I an ‘up and near Aumasz were
TJubber plantatlons,Plneabbles Cocoa plantatlons and the King of -
Ashantit's Palace.But for the 1ong and deadly slow trip: Anto the -
Bush, I should have met ‘the King on the Sunday: mornlnp-naturally |
I was’ greatly dlsappointed.Anyway thus ended a‘very engoyable fogr
days' leave in Kumasi. i '

- Then. agaln on'’ several Sundaysgwe organlsed pl nlcs-
for the Whole s%lp 5' Company,and werwould borrow the Truck and ?
travel out’ to Bushwa~-35 miles =way and: Bathe ‘and have fyn on tne i
beaoh.Thls anneared,to‘be Just what-the Docetor.ordered,for:th i
lads could" really ts'et ‘about us' in the water,and’ air a’ few
grlevances'°F;B We could do  the same,tdoldSo we all ha&gplentv

fun and 1t is amazing what a diflerence it made torall, -

Whllsteat iakoradl,l met 8311y ?—-—-,of the R. F
and saw her very frequently when, in Ports o R

T Wa were mow ‘on top 1ine for sea,and the Word Whlch )
curded like music to us was-'Oper tlonal’.Our first trip-was to
be Freetown,and we looked forward*to meeting old pals there againe:
So at the very beginni ; sald goodbye to Takoradi
and went forfh~~—- :
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4 ‘This month has started off’ prettsr Well for. us.’l’he very‘
first day we had urgent sailing ordersjand left Port about
0700+ %2 had: to- ‘g0 ‘out- about 70:0dd miles and: sereen allerchant
cship=-Mwhich was din difficulties "vWe dfly Arrived at: the -spot,’
. sx:or’ci:ng an: Adm:ralty TPagatithe same: 4;1me,a,nd found that the N
+ghip in ghiestion ‘was ‘on FiréeyThe Tug went: i on, a.hea.d and -geouted
saround, rithithe prcspect of: taking her dn ;i:o‘w,w"zﬂ stiwe s‘tpedz
.;off.Hav1ng quite ‘arwhike o’ Wart,andv se“elng = fe*fa' 1ifeboatsi-
drifting around,we to sedbilities
- ofsalvaging voneor: Hwo ‘and ’I‘rylng ‘ta get salv’age money‘ for
:.’them.ﬁ‘he next -hour oS0 Fvas; delightful for: ’me,as whad ‘dec:Lded
to doithe dn'ty work rmysekf: and: get the boats dn. 'E*orre*%?;l:b, R-TEE
)heftjp ‘sweld: onthis was: &, ‘great «deals harder dhey - had emecteo;
So: T had: -the ‘Coxswalr: ‘give me A Thand, and ‘we' menaged hp-gets two
of them in: 7t oW Farch: waament was.had «in salvaging some ofi the
boats contents end-we made up!: for rsome - of; oiir: depleted stores
Chie*’lvg*?e oisted 1o ofrthe; Bmlcoes :mboa.rd,as we: had: bee‘n
foreed ito saill “".L‘bh oxal'y e few small bottles oi‘ Wa*ter-suc’hwas
~the urg ency,*t;hat notya ninmte was avdilableHorwraiterin '
~Having: taken the boats in tow,vwegoh under Y agaln,bu as
Tuck would have it the Jfiwst hoat ‘swamped s our«Snd Trb,@av\,
HerPont 20« turnd$lt vas deeidedto itry and bail-her-out and
save sthe bodtygo sseveral Hands stmbbed -Gowm jand commenoe&
rbal’_v‘_lng.l*"uo‘% o ddrned. ,Iuck‘,bm: werguddenly: received orien
to gd.ldlongside the -buwmiyviz mshiprant take off survivors,With -
grea‘t reluctance we cast the two boats adrift and headed towards
the: dlstressed vesseleImagine taking a ship carrylng 2000 gallong
of. I00 Octane Petrol alongside =2 blazing snlm.“ife all turned
grey - at the thought. of it.However we had had our orders.: so% there.
was nothlng that we could do,and the poor blighters had to’ ‘be
~rescusd anywaye.The next fiftecen mimutes was halr—ralslng. e
managed to get our Bow on to the ship's side,and yelled to the
.crew to jump on hoard as quickly as they could.All this time
sparks and flames were shooting all over us,and we expected to
‘meet the Lord at any momentiHowever we did no‘b do so,and got aws
in *b:une.I interpreted the crew,who were Belgians,and di scoveved
thatithey were one of five ships which had been Jcowﬁedoecl tﬁm
night- 'before,‘bu‘b 1uc‘c’1'iv none of their men had been killed
injured,These men were later passed over to the Tug,a.nd WE;
proceeded to escort the 'I‘ug,no*’f towing the ship,into Port. ¥l’he
ship burned furiously all night,and S'mk Just before we entéred .
the BoomiiWhat rotten luclkd

Within three hours of ’cvuw un “in Port we had a further
- bateh of sziling orders,this time doing several jobs at once,
We had to join a Convoy and help to escort nart of the way to
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Tekoradl ,and then break off and sereen a ship at “**shall,'

in“Tiberiz,. -
Freetown always did depress: mé.Thls tlme it seemed even worse

¥hat with swinging around the Buey onece: each hour: almost,and then
having te whip out the fenders to bear off another ML which: was
swinging around the other way and bearing down: upcn,your stern
at terrifie speed.Then again there was no proper Jetty where one
could fuel and water ship as soon as returning from Sea.One had to
make a special trip 211 round ‘the Harbour and try and Tind.'cne of
the few EEXEEXX petrol ships,tie up alengside and waste an hour
or so before going offto find a water ‘ship: and -waste- anothﬁr few
precicus hours sleep.Kline Bay’was so far out from Freetomn itself
and transport sov bad that one was not in the least tempted to
venture fortﬁh.exzept when the supplies of stores required one
to do soesThen one had to .travel to two or three separate’ places
to get one order,and that was a° marning wasted to start off with,
5 " The one adventage we found’ there was the ‘possibility of
longish sea trips which would keep us miles away from any Base
staff{with respeets to those who were Tone of the Boysl])and where
we felt that we could a ‘Job of work without any'hindraace from
certain pedple ashorelUnfortunately we never get a trip to Dakar,
although several ships had that ehance, * =

. “Freetown certalnly is ‘erowded during wﬁrmime-too crowded
in fact.In town there was one place where one could get some: :
'Rhop-”The Iien and Palm",run by Naafi,the Iunches serwed ﬁhere
were quite tasty and fairly‘reascnabie-hurrah fer Kaafill

]

B
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LAGOS,—LI&EKIA. o ‘

.we arrived in. Lagos on the I?th May,a?ter a 56 heur sea
trlp.W@'d been hoping for a trip to this place for a 1ong time,
and at lgst we were on. our way after. onlv an hounr or so's notiue

. The entrance 1nto Lagos Harbour is a. great contrast to
any other peort elong this western: Coast.The fine bu;lalngs,q01 e
a dlstance apart are not of- the type which look attractive from
the Sea and. then prove to be a- great dlS&ppOlntment when viewed
. from ¢close-up.Thé first one is the Lagos Yatching Club-z well~-

situated and. spacious abode for: thg amateur)y athtsmen of Iagos,
Ana next,paSSLrg Government Hougse,and fPiping the Governor:,ve
are’ %wazed at the smart Guard of qonour whlch glves us a 'Presen

: T dvé nnt take re. loag to nlp aShore after maklng Past
along51de the’ Jetty.Official business had to be attended to at
first,but as soon. as flnlahea I had a look around. the. town.  ¢
There were more‘shops to be. seen .in Lagos than all. the other’

- places il had ‘been. to- in West Africa-~and several. excellent stores
too0.¥anaged. to. buy many. articles. which could not be obt%lned

;elseWhere.Lagos has that. rﬁputat;on,no doubt. due to. the fact tha
it is.a vast tran51t camp- for civilians. as well. as Lllltary

Who | evertually go on to:.the Near. Zaste -

: <. That. evenlng,belng Sundaj-ne Dances- or Clnema—and wzth the
‘posqlblllty of. returnipg to Takoradl the -next. day,foar of. us
decided. to go. a bit wild for the evenlng.ﬂé startéd offiat .
the. Grand Hotel wheré.we had z, scrumpclons: Fééi(”h;s and, the -

ABristol Hotel are the Hotels'here).Then after. the. asual drinking
We flnallywend up . at a Wog, DancelNotenrwe were 'sober' ‘enough
nO;w Lo, E@'“Vg@”mat -3 contra.st ,‘but We all had good fu:n-and ipt

; Jtwo main streeﬁs of Lugos are the Marlna,whlch ns
alcng the sea front,and,Bvead,street,wh;ch ™MINs parallel to 'it,
' *aloﬁé\ﬁheSé?twoksﬁréEﬁ hat' the main business Is. transac-
-ted.Faafl have: a. bugﬁ Qtore or Broad street.nhls town hoasts of
foﬁf,Clnemas@vhlch is something to boast aboutéThe day beipve we
. sal,ed I,Pent\alovg to. the Tkoyi, Club,w%;ch is the “uvopea?%
-CL&%;What a. magnlflcent plagelfad a really lusurlous Ionch*®here
and, then sat along the verands fom:a.couple of hours in tH cool
breeze whlch mas waftlng‘tbrougb the whole bulldlng.Tbe ce
flqor was after a style of the Dome in Brlghton only rath
more exclusivelCGosh,how I'd love to have gone to a dance there-
it must be just too smashing.Still perhaps the next time we '
visit this place we shall arrive on a more convenient days
Practically opposite the club are the Mess and Chalets of
the employees of -the B,0,A,C.(British Overseas Airways Cord.)




t What a beautiful set-up thlo 'independert settlement®thessd
lucky’ peonWe have.?@ver have" I seen such luxury as. I have here-
For the- trorics that is.These employees eaok have their own
room in g chatet,and. s%?rﬁ a m@gnlvlcert *ess.Therebzs sven”
swimming pool,avort from the wusupal -Tennis qquasb etc,me hapben

to be: honorarv merbers of the Pool so ﬂanaged to have two swims-

one after a party,at about three in the morninglAnd the other the
ja¥ upon W%lch.we left, WheAglrls vere too. twred*that daV,
nent in on our- ownsome.

branch,oné oF covrse ﬁhey’ 211 ?1ve 1n stJWe.The cllﬁate‘t
not>nearly =o humid’ 2s Tak, or Freeétown,and. where the' Gy
BeO,A.C. zre situated,th ey swear that there is not. a lMobguito ,
within miles.And to brove it they & not use, T@ nu;to net It is
JOSt certainly an ideal location, ‘ ' '
=T UAfter two and a half days we' sallea for Ya oradl
hovlng that we. may%e able ‘to return very shorﬁly. _
It was Just ‘before’ we salled that Thompson,who .hdd heen our
Cook asked if he could be our, new Wardroom.servant As e Was a -
very c¢lean lad and would' have Teft hvs home was in Iagoe—aq he
could not stand the heat of the Galiey,vn took th,Oﬁ.ﬂ”enCh,”hO
was our ﬂreVIOus nov,h‘ﬂ deserted back at’ Wﬁkoradl before we had
left,He, was a very hard  worker-in Port-but at Sea he would be
'?laked out“ most of the day,and Would walk around the ship i
wholesome AAzed A Purther: fault was' t“at he was. too’ educnte-;@s
he had rePched matrlc.'standard Thomvson is 2 great Eallor,and
never.: q,ulverq at” 211.Fe ig going " to be a 3017v good Boy afﬂbr.a
bitihg tra&nlng.ﬂis knovleage o? ng71sh is rather llmlted; pd

a tqg erwng off o, th@ T*“‘oc:<3:!.,e,be Warned.he to 10
feV's Pistol,or else he would shoot ‘the Coxswain i
éless to say. he Giﬁn't"%osﬁ of the Q@y one can hearng




