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". . It'hss'taken'.nle ~ince~uly::I940 totake'~:r1ot~'of'\,m:': \~j

travels and· a8-ventures E?:Ll1ce:jo~~:lng, the", R0yaJ.lravy.~d, so I""j~ii
'intend to:c0nm1~riee fronf't(;Rlayj~dho:pe tone abl~to'Tec.ord';L:;
ev.ents which'sfiou~d ..be' 'qf'; i:tt"t erestto'miElelf.,~d. possibly,})
9,t.herf.3' i:tJ. years ~o cerp.e.M$'·reasonfor c.leJ:aying this record is"

":~$~tl"enieIy.feeble-.lack of: ':patien~eJtime~anCl ability to cOIlceritrat~
fullY,upon" somethi~,w:n~~h'ma.tJy·'6the:t-p~op+e,wo\11d UgiVe'tb:e1r,~J
right' Hand" 'tOne aoI,et to experience "in' order' tGY' get' aWaY from';
.theregular'nion~t6n:tot·'everyda.y.lj;:f·e~," 'i{:~'" .',":, ,,;. .... '.. ';:.'

lIP;' . '+ shai:t\ go."ba.qJt,~o' thebegiilJ;Iing,O:f'the WartwhenI ,wa.s5~
~~k:trig at t1ie.':posti(}:ff~be'·Resear~S~'at~'9r(.at :pollis Hi:tl,Lbndo:d
:j'tfy- work wa.sofa.r1Yho]o'gta:pIiic'!1ature-Co~J;ciaJ.work ifi?9njunc.;.1
-+ttion with tllerea'¢'~r~11:1a·h9ra.tories~W~~sdeclared,and~a'" ,
':~01'1tf1or. 'So 'late,t',:p"Ft,'ln .n&f.~ratJreiri:t~gt; tGb~relea~ed and
jQ'in~p~This wa:s;',r'~fnse<1i'9Ti'~;qegro~nErS";th~p'mY~0rk,,,!~s of a

-,sufficiently. i!l1!J0r~a~t'::'hattu'e,.t6 warra.nt.·~'being.··.iti~a.· reserved
:pQsitionJThisstrnc~,me'ag'being veryi\a.musil1gr;'es;pe'oiallyas·)the

'wag~ a, was rec'eivitig-Tow,due""to my agewhich''W'as:then I9~·:was
~ardly :dn a. par'vq.t1i· 'if art, i'~orta.ptj ob't:Rowe:t-er"J'.Was!t0t' qu~te
dia c~)Uraged,an.dputiii several more:reCiuest'B~a\lT':6$ wM'ch were
turne~. do~.II. Ver!,reltietatltly,de~~a.ect~ow~ituntil·!e~:tstering
''ViJtp::my,ag ~.gfr cup in '.Marc?:.:I9rtt() ,and, .e;ren' th~;n 'I!'was,: fdJ?oeu< to
1iaii; u~t.il. J":n:ly;'I.~~pJ.A1~hougn'th~,'Navy had>a.J.w~Y~;b~en\.'my'first
cp.i)ice,duri'ng· the months in 'which. I Qespa:r'ately'attempted[t'o,
··:(icj'solne~hirig ..'hse:fu:L I:1tad tried:' the E. A~04~ tob' 'yoWig'JTheJ'JJrindon
Scp~ti-sli';':Gou~a.f ib.ai ,n<i" Bo oiJtish blog(J'i~, 'mY:~ei!i.s, c O}il,c1h t,:&1'even

.=: .~iifrir:tl~~~~~~~~O,wait(':tI!7rili Iregiste~~4.,a~ "Yf7t wer~;
.......:~';' .•..''''8:" .'oIl'J'ul<y!['9'·Ui',IreJAorted toCha;tliaan w4ere'I was',.kitted

'up .wit;:hCab(rtit~h'Und:toootherrecrUitl:i'.Af't;er 'a week there'"chieflji
:':~~ent:'vffiiti ng·"'about"~ITl: CaJiY10rigand'"go:thg'tnrougllvariot1s' Odd

(:i~~tines;:, T 'Wis"drafted'd'own'tb,.a:r.'Ji.S. Wp.d:fire"at'S}1eerness,for
~~'m Defensetrain!ng ••We'lived Undercarivashere fcO!tcearIy -
.~1;¥ee mont}{s~doing !enensive:F± e'ld I tra:ining,s eaJnai1ship,and a

,.~~:i-emans c,ouTse~}!y'Ilext draft:wasto II.M.S'. RoolCe,at Rosyth.There
" · ..~'t:ter' a short spell,'iIla"conver:tedschool,I went on bcard iny fiX,;~riI"st s'hip-R.1f;Trawler"Star of the Realmll.I· spent a 'couple of .

',.~riths· on ~er,doing'·aboUt"th!'.ost· ,'useless 'job 'a young energetic
.,/i~1iapcould':possibly de for tJie' wa:reffort~Most: of the time we '
~.;i~re one of theGateslli:ps,and apart 'from tiring.watchkeep1ng,

~ .',ll:l;e only s~amanshi:p I~ver ~~~ was t~ .:put a Selili0!1se slip .on the
~':.L~J:}1ewhen .the Gate was c16sed,and t'Me i toff again when she
':¥~'S'about to open againlJ'~.An~t~er month and ,1 'would have cracked

,-",},,~it was ~s~_entiallya.n oldman's job.The, only advantage of•. the
.. ' ~.- " , ,'. " ,

\,~~¥.,'



\
. J;!age @

•
:pa.rticu~ar job was that we worked 48 hours tont and 48 hours
t o,"r f ,W,'hioh.meant.that I could tak~·the train into Edinburgh
fortwo~ys leave at ·atime.:Thiswaamost weloome,to me,and the
mOm8Ittthat mywatchkeeping tim~was'·co:r@let~d ,Iwguld dash off
there to· enjoymys~lf.lt,was:there·that I receiTed,)the mos,t
,genuine hospitality that Ihav;e ever ~.;r, :rnet.J3U21ty}icdonald
at a .Dance at ,the Palais.,a.nq."upon,>ohmlIll1iIlgUJ):C"W11fiim;i.tedhonre
t.ec:,meet.her Aunt .with:whom, sne.·lfved.Mrs,Andersot1-.is :oneof thos
ty:pic,al' SoottishH:i.g:hJ.and wOmenwhorill~"&o ·~yi;hingfor:~yone.
With the result that a ~00d,.:5Q~.'J..f."'J:'fI'Yt~me?-s1l.oreV1~ssJ?entat
her home,~ere I ~ouldbe put up f()r.)the,nighifH~i.'V"~n Breakfast
in, beq_ and ,-generc:lly;tr.eate4asvone of the fa.ndly~J3ullty;;often ••
compla'ined quite'-jokingl¥, that I ,was tr~~.tedfar'lbettert:gan she
wasJlI' "as e:x:treme~ sorl'y·;toleayeEdilJ.~gp,. .,-' ..' - .... " ~
. .' Thad been selected .·fora GOnwUss~pnwhj:ls1f?a~Slieernes
and,th,e :usual~roceedu:re Was for' ca.t;J.di4~:t;.es;fromJ390m"Defen~e
to go: thro'Q.gh:another"· per,fod ·of ,train4ng·l:l,.t,H,.M. S.':Gol~ingwoQd,
dovm~:t .•·Fa;J:eha.rnt~nts ••I .•~had..-been.l1nfor:tuna~eiIl· that b1i:bJ?4· "peen
drafted to my. Tra:w:ler,and ·so several,mOn.-ths'we:r~wasted ••Roweve~

. I-was to go ,at, last.W~thi aevera:I.iother ra ti:ngs:I. star(t;ed, off on
thetri:p South.V!i th. the usual:H('1val.·thoroug1:1neEis;1Vb,el}.w.e,aJ'ri ved

-at'.· the· ·training-;· Base.·.·)'lobodyknew:anrt:hing, aMutt1fi~i.e.ncly;hat. w~s
1710re,being BooI!l];)efense ratings~nobo~y car~dawthi;ngabout: us1J
,we soon clei3.J,-edthat :pointu:p'how~yert<¥1~ w~re"~nitla*ed .int()th
Cam:P.ThetrainiIlg: wasmo;re thorough-· than the~twhich,T·.pcld:receiv

;p:reyious~:v "bu.t.in my,p:p).nion..-not·.soenjoyable.~t, '~lleei:ld.:oftvro
monthsV!e ,J1,erea).l calll ed>p@'f ore·th.e)Co:r,mnod9~ew:n(»)inteI'Yiewed

u.s individu.alIY.DeS:Pi ..t~tlle ..••.f.Stc.t.tha..'"tJ:h.ad · r.•......~. eiv..e.d.•..i e~c,e.....•....l.•........l e.n.t •recommendations ,from my Instuctors,heturped;me<lpw:n.f],~j;,Gfor s
unknown reasonD:Taturally ,I: w~s'p:retty ,C'tl;t-u:p,\p?-rti'~~~:,'fi't the
:pro13pect of returniJlgt{)·Bo9mDefense,·so.I·.·4~ciCl;~cl to'J~a
nuisance of .myself'-q1iitel€lga+~y or:C~[g::r~e-.sptlJ.~tiI.',_q9P.~8-at
least getint'o ftctiye" Se.rv).c~e_I!finsh.ed~c(}urse,an,di~:}irafte
int;p R.1.'J.B. Por·tsm()utll(H.}'{.S.Victory)Th,er~ I' w~·stpt'1?-Ilg11.ish, .
for t:b..reemonths .,eX)Jeriep:cing "all ,af tp:e· ':Bli-:tz~~'vm.;i.-pp,puined
ha,lf of, the j3arrac;ks"a,ndm:ostof;-the city.Ho]'{ we·.nj3/3Xly,\all­
survived that. I do.,not know.Thi.s wouldbeourro~i;;i.ne.f Qpthe
whol'e time-After 'C\ normal day's work of- removip.g, d.ebr~;s.:~nd:
mutilated "bodies,·or removingfur-ni'ture frO!!l7bO!ll.ped-ou;t·:l:1quses,
or coa;ling a ship i.n.:the Harbour.'We woul~b€ cdetaile.Cir·pff,for

" Firewatching ,e.i-the.ri-l'l: the> Ba.rrac1<:;saT~the.J)ockyarCi{ th,e, Doct:-"
.. worke-rE cosidered' that they had.:-do'netheir 'share towa.r9-13j·the .

War,and wqllld go and wai;chtth~ fires in, the town"i'Dom Il0P>Pby
Rills 1 J)MY'Particular a.bode forfi~e.~tching.was;the pichoolbloc)l
whose roof h..adalready; been iblasted. slryhigh-an,d aPalan:d:J had
to squat on a narrow beam up there,and deal with any Incendihtie
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which dropped dOim im th8,t are<iJFortunately for us none ever
did, but the thoue..ht of, attem:pting to do the im.possible was ;.
sufficientlyneTve-wra6h~ngIEvery other night I went ashore
and. would, have 8, 'peaceful' night at lfudden' sHotel ,which was
a S~~~"I-'Iotel.011e :particular night Eddie J...nstee"suggested
that we gc)over to Cosllam,which was aoout5miles awaY,8.nd try
to stay Wi tli some privat~ J?eop1e~I'V!as not keen atfirst,8,s it
was so faraway and'~ransport W~S,so difficult,but h~ eventually
persuaded me to do so.T1l-atnight JEaclden'sreceived a direct hit,
and threeeweeks later oyer 200 bodies had been dugout pf the
:rninsJWeoalways went to:Gosnam after that,and found some very
nice folk with whomto stay. At the end of this three months I
wason theiverge' of a nervous brea.kdowp,and having been.
re-considered for a cormnission I received:r;nv ,next. draft to an
ex-U.S. Coastghard Ctltter(U.S.S.Tahoe)re!'!fWl~cl H.}.l.S. Fisbguard.
AI.T C.W.(Cornmissionep_,Warrant)CandidatBs had to .serve at least
3 mpnths at Seadurihg that period ,and my time on "board a :,!3oom
Defense- ship did not count, at all. ,:, " .',' "

The next nine months" seemed to pass very., quickly.,
, and long ,sea trips' into the Atlant:L~ and· six week trips down to
Bathurst in British Gambif;L,all helped one to feel thait at last
ODewas doing something really useful from the Ac"tive,":point of
view.Bathurst greatly disappointed "me.On approaqhl.ng ,the port

, from, the Sea,'onesees a:qeat 1001<:ingarray ofbuilcli~ along, the
front.But ~what a contrast ashore, the buildings,,\Vrere fllthy and
most of the :populace diseased-chi efly it a:p:p,~alts,Venereal.PriceE
.,ashorefor any:thing,'esJ.)6oial1y·t weJ:'e"etl-0rbi tant.T;his was

., 'un<;1ou,qteqiycaused by the,:i.nfl fJ~t.E;lot ,w~th ,hi.s notori (
: ' -us':)2'e:p:ut~t.ion :9f throwing ~on~ 'jso6n as he"s~e"ps., on
, shore~94"!3J.1gegwqu1q.be costlne ,·iand 'no ,a.'J}J,ounv,of 'th:beai
;orp~~?!il1i;iJ:@; would m.qkethe"de l~e his}3rice,because he
tnEwr,,>1i11e.~,s0,rn.ebodywas bound·to
- ,"; ';:,: :I/:~,We u.sed:,-to.go swimming ",erronE(ut,Hou::>e ,where a
clJaugi:rm'1;90m hadbeenplaced,at'f,i ..; _.,,];)Q~al.Thebeach shelved
quite 'rapidly,so't1J.at one cou1d0nJ.,athe in5 feet of w.ater ,
theTe~being ;8"narks out~ide'that liIT'..xt~There was very ,little of
inte:t'-est ashore{but one'clNld get quiteE} few good snaps.

, ,,"';Itive minutes f},fter reurning from leav~ ,whilst the ship
~ \1'7as,at Belfa~t,1 wa~ ordered to ];la_ck:,rny Kitba§ c>Jld"Hammockcmd'

report, tolhJl:T..S.King,.Alfred at Rrightol?-.I.anCt ..four other C.•Ws·
o had:been wai ting,for, our rel,j~fs .all tll}S" ti1J1~:~~.ndnoeJwe ,were,

going without waij:.ng for themZWewere as hap:p'.?\,as SandboY$rBy
the way we eelebrated intraestyleJTo cut th:itp.gs short,we'all
passed our }i'inalSelection J3oa:rd-6 out of J01f3.i1edl-and

, started-our tra.ining as Cadets. Twas very proua. of my dil1..ky
ii ttle white ca.p'D8_:tld,whichwe a11 had' to we8.r-I fel \ that,

, , ..
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I had wel12..nd truly earned it ,despite what others might have.;
tb.-oughtJ ' , , '"

Three months of really hard,work,and I passedt1J.foughmy
E::r~ms,and on my'22,ndJ3irthdaywore, IlJY Offic~r' sUriiformfor the
first timeJThe best Eirthde>YJ)resent I have ever had: 1'spent an
excellent leave,a£ter that-arrlwasrecalled to do an Anti-Gas
course: down at Devonport{H.:M.S.Drake) .From there I aid a, weeks
Gunnery course at\'Vhale Island(:a.J,l:.S.Excellent}a.ndf1nally
proceeded rJgh~y.p21Torth ,to Fort, William,i.Il:hh~~;wilas:ted:Bonnie
Scotland,and,at the foot of Ben Nevis. There we weretocio a
month's course for Coastal ]'orces(H.M.S.stChxistopher}QnE3 day
tbree of us achieved a greatambition,that ofcliwbingto the f
top of Ben }Tevis.It seemed very strange to start off in ,blazing
sunshine and finish off, iuiey snow,p,nd a blizzardJTh~iNTen
stewards were sore at us when we returned late,but':we soon
S3:<1oothedt1}.em'overl' , ,'0 , ,'", ' , ," ""

,At, the coITJ.])letionof this course,~veryoneis ono'nerves
ed~ to find out what sort of, appointments they wi).lllave.I ha,d
requested lKotor Gunboats, orOM.T.B. sbut" I wasce:rtainlynot
dlsappoint.ed when,with tlU',e,eothers,Iwas, tOlp, that I would be
going ~ut ,to, Canada to pick uJ)some ,new ships. :which w,ere being
built ther,e.After a month's inde:fi~nite leave we setof:f'to the
other side on.board the U.S.S.1Junargo~Wh'i~hwasan'a:pneatrans:po

Ten ,days of glorious weathe:t',p.rid:'thecalm:ests~~oS I, "
had ever seen in thelJorth Atlantic'.~We'.Cl~rrived',im.'::Bo,stonon.29tll
J"une,and ther~, 1 looked up Dian.a andB;ugh Sty.bbins~~rhow.:r'erethe
rer~tives of s,o!llE3friendstnEngl,and.1:Teed'1es.st'o saywe1 ,soon,got<
a .party going'eTwod,ay'slater wear.riv~d ,toreporti:n~lifax" "
and :further travelledont8 ,\fl'eymouth,inlTpva .Scotla.This tiny,. ;,
sle epyvi 11agePa'dnev:er,'s~en the :Nav-y. /b~efo,re,s.'owe,a.~'1;crea'ye.Q' 1

'quite a stir.:Met Buck J3u.chanan,TonyLe'Wis,G:eorge~~ne:rithere, ,',i'

and together with mY':pa~~y-90nsistingof PeterWarcEl.e,';R,iegFo,steJ:'O'
SamBarder,and mysE}lf,weoa},lbil1ettedin theQood'W'i.n~I()tel.:
, 'The Goodwin$had':run. avery profitable Commercial ,1,

Hotel in .years 0 gonepast,e..nd with the moneylfr Go'odw:ln'hi1cisaved;
the two daughters haCtcompleted, their educationby·trav~lling.,:!
Un:fortuna,tely,however ]:frGooclwinhad died, and, finaricialtrouble,'i'
had' developed. Consequently. :M":rsGood~nand the two,da,ughte1"s .zd:

had to, re-openthe:Hotel,andwere forced to do mcisto~ the'i,~work themselves ;as Cooks etc were almqst ir,npossible to' obtain. 1

Consequently they turned .outth~. oestfood tha~'lhavet'asted­
'apart from home food,of coursel-and the servicewase:x:cellent,,' ,:

,- Three ,of the nic~st. people I have ever met. \Yeall helped them at33
'much'as we could. , .• ", ' ,

c, The firm which was building our ships was French-"
, Canadian,,?nd ,the Clargestcraft that ,they had' attempted to build

,.
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prior to these ,was alJout a 30,'ft craftlThl1s they were very

slow at ,the job indeed,and took approximately six months to
complete our shipslThen,too,they were under no sort of wartime
compulsion,and once or twice the worlanen struck because they
were not· paid more moneyl

The four of us became a li~tletired after a few weeks,
just sitting down and sleeping most of the day,so we asked to'
work on Canadian If/Ls"This request was .gra:tJjett,aIiCl.\'!esplit up,
I~being attached to'Q,072,with J)oug Howardas my Skipper.He was
agrecl!.tlad;andw,f.·allRsed to' l;Jave'some greatp,?.xti'es together.
Wehad chummedup with severalR.C~lT. TTurses"andwould·nearly'
a.lway~·go' out together. Ther"was K8,::rRobinsonsnd I,/mna CJ:1almerE
and'Peter,J"ane"- and Sa'11.::?cegwas E~ free-IanceHAftel' about
six~weeks wethoupht that we would try for'some lpave and combi:r
it with bUs5.hess.This,forj;u.nately,vrasgrspted-sowe set 0:f1' for
Ottawa to see our chief t"here.and try' to' discover,; our futur·8
:po~.ition. Spentj1.1st over a day in ottawa, andvras' greatly" . ."
imp:eessed with UleDity's clean1in.ess.T1:]i.enwe returned to ]f[ontr­
-ea:J-,and spent :four hectic days ,until vre sudden1.Yhad a recall.
};Ton;trsalis a typical,Ji''r:ehch city,ful1 of1JightClubs,ancl gay'
sho})s.A great 'surpris e vias to, fihd so many Frencb,..•C,cmadiansvTho
'could n'otspeak aVJ,(Jr'c1of E:hglishl Then came the long trgip 'back
to yveymouth.Asmight be eJ::pected"we still had tb WEl.,it'around
there,and so"after cOmrJ.issioningone ship,with Pete'r, c\s",1.cting
O.O.an.dmyself volunteering as hislTo ••T;Idecided t,osOO,ot off
tel-Tew'York,andeluly'arrived ·there' in two days1 ,
'.. :' ..... Imagine 'the surprise of Ai.mtRayand family when the3

.reclved PJY. cable from13oston-thisY'Tas mythird attempt to· get .
to :t:r.Y •.-aswe had not seen each qther forneS!~rly' 19 yearsl I
spent.three we,e}:s'the,re that time, tri th onl:;r'(~40at Jla11c1.Having

.to return to- Hb.Ti,,:fcq:again,as it;had been decided' to hand over
,'our.snipdto'the, U. S.lr.l 'ldec~cted'to~eturn again i.fpossible,

~his,t,ime!withsome real 'cash in he,nel.Twas told that Iwould
'be·.;gging·Out to West ,Africe: via England,and had 'several days
wait,'sQ ·tJ'1at'T cO'Uldgo on J,eave again TOT a weekJThistime,
,armed'viJith';~280,i',set: r.f:orthfor 'J'TewYork once mO~,G~'ThereI
the' other 'three·.lads ,who were waiting to go on to' the West
Indi·es{J11) ,and !Pet'er 'and I went out together.Five n:lghts of
:tTightc,lubsJgettingu~o :at 1030 each mornin' and dining and/ danc1ng until:0630the next mor!fing,andthenu~p againl I had a
terrifi'c relapse three days after arriving back in Halifax!(

. NewYorl-cfasoinatedme.The· people 'on thew'h61e
so hospitable to 1wese:rvicemen,that· they could not do .,enou£;"l
:for us.If "one,were' to accept all' the invitations going 'for
Cocktail parties and IJin..ner8,11dDances etc, one could keep on
the move for 24 hrs out of; 24: J f;Jtf,te qfew ,(,,{.
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I spent a lot bf my ·tfumethere just wandering around the

Vity with my camera, walking fOr hours; and hours each day .The'.
buildings' were so contrasting an¢),magnifi,bentlyconstruct.ed,and
the typical American gadgets so cohvenientand noyeTthatohe
could not possibl''Y co:gware it to ·Lbndon.]·;'Ty'fa,vouritehaunts

.were the HaniburgerGafes,whereI would just literally stuff
myself with the luscious things; lThe' Coff€!lt..wa.ssuperb;"and 8:0

were the WOlnep'~i!,~.. 1. . ' .. '~ .. ' ...•..... .'.'

~ Sam and I accepted. an irrvi tation to' go.-to Greenwich, in
ConneetiwtlrThe·hostsl'rerevery'well-to-do.arid' O~er; the'yreek- en
we went-to Yal e:,and saw, the. first Football 1113,tch ofthes.eason.
This match 8,J11UsedSaJn andl.Americans. are:on·the wholergther
excitable'pebPle,and though everyone .had/0P€rfect,yien,f:r'9ID
their seat ,the crowd would insist' upon' ;rising'totheir·'fee;t eve:

.fivemnutesi ors·o,whilstpain.andI· Wete· the. oI1lytwo·wll01."etaiJ
-ea--theirs 1(lfowtY]?ice.llyEng]J.:a;shl) I.had! to'.smile .'llhen:pam,
started following' sui t t6wardsthe ".ftnish-and.laughe¢i'e'v:tenmore
when' I did~the 'samel Ce:rtairily very-da tchingf':;" :.' ".,'f"

. I said goodbye With~egret,when Thad 'to leaye?llY"Ps,ls ,
as Thad' to ,get 'aboard iny,returnship.I me'tJ)on J3everley',Wh6
was my C.O•..·for the first thne,and together with BuckJ3uc1lanal1,
we :a~l embarked up9n the q;lleen Elizabeth. 'Nbat:a gloripu~i',ship
thi s' . fs ,although with nearly thirteen' .thou'saJ1dime~'anp,,·200

'C~'W.A.C.s(CanadianWomen f s A:rrriyG'or:Ps)1bnboa.r<i.,sl;1.e·~;.'lI:'ather
crowded.It tOok jus: t,onfdur'days' :to>§etto'GreE)noelt_a.rfCJ.y'l:\.ere
was I back in England aga~n••Tb1sti"me, it WaJ?the,fa.m1ly!s'turn
bes.urp~i~ed, es~eciallY at the.. 1.0ad of, tinnes:t~o?<1S'~~FlV::nich Ibr~ght· W1. t:h me. ..... .'. . ... , . ,', i .......'.J .. o",;,-;.'ti/"-

.!.. . .A month later Dori,Buck .and TembarkedPll''}J''j;lle
.·"Ams.telkirkllwmch was':to.~ta.keustb :W.A:rrica.We~j:;~ •......eat
variety. of.peolJle ..on .~bbard,G6verJ4ID.ent··o~icials •.•~:iqijt~.i9:f:i'w~om

~.wer~.·'goingi0rl' ,to: Turkey-J:furses','1lAF,aDd JJav:Y.'4ft·~tj~'<<;l.!S~.~':;:f:irlU:rda:
at Sea "andhavingTost over. ten ships .5byenerny:,.a'Ct~~,,~:DutCh

, .Ski15p'er,.dec'ided to'. Sgoo:t',o:ti'Orlhi¥3':own,Wh!i,el1':W~,1~g~:V.~~~This'.­
1mearit evel~ybody keeping 'awatcll,oackeduiJ'by .tl1(7)!{"tN.*~,lVias
am zing ~.t .•.13 (7veral.men who'l\;vere'absolutely; 'e~pa1fl~~:;lf'11pkedt
the jOb,and mel'lwho were ·tcioOld'PU11e4 .'theIr 'wei;gni;:~~~tifull:

'.. '.'We ·thpee .'O'ecarde:great'friends.with.t S110'I1t:¢1;'wf.t()!was

.' goi'ngt 0 nur sea'·f1L.VreEuro:PeanHospi"taItp.;e·Ta¥Qraa{'.~~>':f.ourr! of usl.alwaysstucF: ':toge~h€t,al'though DO!l WCiS ,th>e"faV"0iJ.:ri~1;elThre(
":'~\weeKs'l?-ter we~leftthe Amstelkirk atFreeto'm1"andb9a~~'8d the

IIHighJ,ciMJ3rigadellwhich waS<t9taice us to Ta.-l.roradi.oni:the Gold
Coast. Tttook us 'another wee'&:to g,etthere,aridWithil'ltwo hours
of di s embarking ,Don arid r:j oined(ju.rship-l,x. J:,. 266. The two men
we were relieving had been thereneai'ly 14 months,a.rid )iad
eJ<:pectedrcus two<months preH.ously.':· ,



~'I

W):1enthey,saw us arrive on boardl
after, two ~d:ays,.and· they sailed

away.

pageW
Imagine how:pleased theyowere

,We'took over co~ple-tely
') , ',' ,', ' ,.' ; , ", - ',', -.'

,Takoradi is a poor spot for, emrtertainm~nt ,.asl"llight be
expeoted,since :Lt ~i>sonly ,a small Part (although 'the-only :oneon
the GoldCoas't)-,.and their .isno township to speak ,o~.J.bouta

:'twenty fiye "minut:e walk:fro:m the Dookyaljd is the Takqradi Sports
Cltt1:J~W'.h:tchisthe '-only-club-in tlledi:sttict.Rere ~J)9-J+ceis held
on~-WednesdQ-Y$t,m1df3attirda:Yfj-thelatter day having -anR'IA~F. :Band

? once-a,fortnight'.lle:r;e' <onemaysee-a,:t'~ir si zed, cre;wd of. men with
few'vvam.entodance with.Their are"p:l"o1Jablyabout pao m~n:to '1

'wo.:m.anJ:tn:·Takoradi,or the -whole Vlest, yoast f()r thatpai:;te:r.And­
then most of:thesewom.enconsist of' B..A.]'. 'j;j=ursing$iste:rs,or:
Sisters ':fromthe::IDur,CI:pean'Hosp:t:ta:l;., .- ·'.i

:'- :WeMQ.'Qll:t ..-firBt t o'Ughbreak as f;l0ona$' vT€~:IVi:y.ed!qu 1

:hoar,d/ship.It .a:p]):ea:t'~dtb-at our engin~s ',,!ere~inr-aba.d~siq.<a,pe,bu.t
·twei;wer€.,going,tohav.enew one-sfitted,flsisoon. a,s they',arrciyed
fTomr:.the.'U .K~Apparently theyr<iid. arrive-·w:tth ..·the.AmsteHcerk,.<md
weree,etua;tlYlandeQ.:at-the endo~' Je,nuary.Due:,tQ 'tb-~.in~ffici enc
of arrc~rtain so-c$,11eo.'Engineer0f:ficer ashore,thtlY weren,ot ~

.eventv:allyfit ted",u:nti 1 the midd'J-eoof. lflarchfDuriJ],g;!,tlllis,period.
rnyjobJwas. to.tryand eet· the ship - into' fig.b.ting-,~!-adaheffici eni
sbane.~'$.,·great])ercentageof· this tasle c,onsiste(l ,of ,getting store~
fr0F->,snore','Whicbe.gain we;reund~r the charge ofthe.:W •.O.~?:t'e'
wq;s,:-the,t (Jughest job ••o-r all,;f or .as the ..:8.0. po iIlted .out., to me-

..guitecorrectly-time after timef'Yol1 ;peopl~' mustreal,i~~:thatwe
greoYCeT-5()00.miTes. away from Home and sup:p1ie?::are-J?ractically

'!>negl~}ga.ble1l.:Btl.t. eventhenvrith.tp.e su:p:plj.:es1the,t~r-er availa,p.le,
r.'ha..d:X()ffight, lik~.' fury to get, even a-fractipn,of-t4o:ei8vrflicn
.I'Ir$:qilir-ed.EventU<:l,llY things got :to such a- s;tage .th2"i{'we,&VTould

....hav~2·aL·:pOW·r;very·time' I 'wentint ob;is'of;fic elH:e actf;ed€?Jra'qtly
the)sa:meto each Officer who attempted tp· g~thi?' sll:Ap·tnto.an
eff;itc~i-i!3p:tshape,?J1d;'{raGlthorotlghly despisect by- every sea.~going
Off:knl1r,::for:hislackofco-opera;t,ion and incivility, aridarrogo"nt
at~~it:uae.HeWas' area1nastyp~ec'enf wor-k,and" in, everjTpnef s
onf~:i.:6n~i a menP':CB,to'the War:.effor:t. . .'. ...>'

''''!0.'i''l'he:"Chief'1trouJ:>le,which rYlas'al 'J'rays'constant:.on,.boarctwa-s
"':Ruti~.Everything'e:x;p.oge'~tothe'i:dr would, turn ':r;;ust(vin,. a,day,
an.d.~~guir'e dc-onti:nu-ous'ma.intenance,e .g.' GuardrailB ,:Wfl~Ghwould
lIa~'to: ne .reJ)±aced~ry'couJ)le'of-monttlS,a,nd,then scraped and
boi'led-.oiled almoste,.iTery day.(}uni3 were thesame,and)1;r'eqv.ired
ccin$tant,maihtenance.Tocutth";ing:S s:hort. everyone on~-qpard
worked solidly all ~¢laytCigettlle,shiJ) into -sha];)e,and: the crew
rarel:yhad: a tl5ake and Mendt .How glad VTe.-were to get pur. neVi
Engines and be able to go over t{) the J~tty underourq1'lffi power
instead of h<?,ving to rely UpoA!?omebody<eJ.8e to tow t.;'-s$

:'r;,~,){!"";:t .,'"



~ " 'l···. Eventup,lly p,fter terrific messing about by the Base sti.ff.,
we were ready for; Sea,and the beginning of April: saWus doing !

short patrols to ge.t .the:Engil1e·s worked in. ..Somefo;rm'of recreation had to be found ·forthe crew ,to
prevent'all going very stale ariddemoralised.Soafter,a lotef
correspondence we arrangedfofeveryorteto gOQn leave for four .to
five ,days.The ship's companywent inthieewatches., with ~nQfficer
eachtimeeT1leplacl! chosen yms':'Kumasi.:-whi.chdsthe:'Capita:Vtrf: '
Aslnnti J and.'nearly200mi Ie s"inland."The":trains eryi ceconsiated 'of
one·train ada.y,and'the journey took nearly 8 ~liours.:'througlJ."dusty
J3ushlI stayed \vithalvfr <Briscoewh6vra8.tllen~ah0gonY:Y&ng~}up
there-'JIewasa grandchap,andwas'agreat Roet.IwastaJten'flv:ppund
hi 'his car,ana spent, 2.0 day right,'intheBushlookingoverti:I¢:
lfuhogony trees and the lumbejj6amps1lastily'rigged':up-'Hisassistani
'Mac' took me with him.][ac was 'aj ollygoodbloke--h:ewas 'abo~t "
48,Irish, weedily 'buil t and the. heaviest ...drinker<J1iaveeye~'m'et.We
shared •.~lie. samebec1rocm,artd..he. wottld,vmkeupa.bout;2'or'3 in.<the
~o'rlling" and. swallow' a tUTIlbler full or; 'Whiskey.which~was~nrariably.,
by hi s 'bedsi'de~ The first thing he did upon a;vvakeningwas>to\i;ake •
anpther d.ropZHe~was half' tight practioally" all-'day";Lorig.J3utdespi te
pi~age.,Ra.bits. arid\physique ,he1lad don~'his"jobithi13wa.r.Rewas·
one of. the first volu.nteerstbj oin theRoyal.West' Afri cap";FOroes
when they. marched:right across Africa and' helpedtowipe"u:pthe
Itali(3.ns· in EfLst Africa"back iHI9tI"Agreai;chap.I1unde:rstap:lfr"4hai
he. died f;t'9mconsumptaon inlfuy o:f\!943'.Re·c'ertaimywasy-ery
consJilllPt'ivewhen I lm.ewhim.' ......' ..... ..' .'..... "";.r')''') .

." ...' .. '.. .....Amongst. other.i;hingsI"fi5aw, uPfl,TI?-:near-,Kumas'iy{ere '
Rub'b"erplanta tions;PineaJ!:Pl es •qoco~aplantations ',·a11dth.e':tG.Bg'of
Ashanti 'sPalace.Biit. for the long and deadly sloyr tTipiin'tfo;,,-{;i1e
J3u?h,I ..shou~d have met' the .King on the Sunday !Ilorning~naft~a.lly ..i'

I was greatly' .dis'aI5pointe&.An:ywaYihus.ended·a~"Veryenjoya.:blefo~1
days' leave in Kurnasi. .' ',' •. .'. . ."...' ' " :~

, .Then again on several Sundays,we'wganised'p'ichics J;

for the w1rol'e:sb,i'p's' COInpany,andwe,'would horrow tlleTTUck'''and''
ttavelout' to 13ushwa"35mles' away;and,Batheandhave.ruriiol1 the
beach. TbJs .a:ppeared. to ;()e'justwhat,the:Doctorordered,fol"{:Ule
ladscquld' really"s'et 'about us' in the water ,and'aira,.f~w
grievanc·¢s!·'?J:r.B.,Wecould do"·tnesanie, t60J ZSo,.we allha.d,\pj:enty
of fun,anc1J'it is :amaz~ngVfua>t· adifferencef-c!l18.rleto~ aJ..1i.i<

..). . ~Vhilst 1at "Takoradi;I rnetSallyE .••..••:., ofthe"·)R ..~..F.
and saw lIeI' v.ery freqi.tentlywl1eI1,in Port.. ." .... '......••...•.'

, .' .~. Wewere now'on' top ·1.'~he1"'01' sea,andtheword·Wlli.ch
soimded like musicto'us "was-'0J,)e;:rational'.OUr firs't tripWa$ to
be Freet own,and we' looked forward {to meeting old pals thete again.?
80 atthe very beginninf$.,gf. April'Yi'e said go'odbyeto Takoradiand went forth---- ..;;!rt£tJ;; > .' . .

•.·.•$'c·,'''':,;g;:, ...• , .. i;
. '-.,,: ..



Page @ MAYIS43. (jl I
i This month has started off pretty';well for ..ris.1flev,ery'

first. day we hadur'gent sa.i1ing'orders.and ,left Port': about
.0700.,yle:haa; to 'goout a.hont·;7-O; odd'miles'; ·a.nd:,scre'enaClilero1la:tl t
shi~Phflhi6hwas 'iin:d1:ffieu:lties tt.We;'dmy.,;a.rrived<Jat'thie,S]?'ot, ,

.~5;C:brting·',an;Adm:i?al:tycfug,~at':i;he>sa.me';t'imf),and lfound ••:t1iq;,t·' =the
,sro:pin 'que~'tHnl 'wa,p :,ti!1'fi.re~·tm!e\ TUff,wenro'b!J.ahead cahctSxrouted
,~i'ou~ .Jld,th,,,:,the,,,:pr:o.s.p.ebt;o~;,.taking'iner:,;mn '1l;uw,:whUt s t~W,f'3)' .•s11podJ
,o'f'f.liav'irig:qu';tt'e ;'C1:}whi~;er,,to' ·wak't ,j'anci) 'S aelI1gr Ja'.::f.fftrii··••.j1.i:feb.oatei:•..·"
',dri fting· ;arotind, WJ5'y :tl~pi,ned··,;to .'·!Lw-tas£tjiga i1eJ'.the: p'b's~$il i;ti':es.·· ..
of:;;f~a.1~g~hg::ronerJDr'.;:two·,'andt>:try:ifng.·:tO);.gE;t(Sa~Ntetg~ :morley)' f'or·"·

.';tlleIn •.·.\l'h:ein.ext'·liu~/::J)rL:;l3\o i~sFd:.e lj;gh tfu:lt~~;I!::'me,asir[; ,hat1rcd~~:i'ded
tti'dm~pe":diTty $or:k my'sel1fl: ..a1:ld,ge~\·. ifu~r'bdatsiim,lt'WiN•.~tfrt.·,a.;J
'h¢f ty!~,%el>lt'. 011't1118 ·twas;:'al:J~~a.:t,,:d.ealrh.a.+d!efr;rt'a¥'d~'nad 'y~~ec:t'§dl
A3"o:,t:[~had"rt;h,e .',C9:::mwa:in:;,'gi'V'e.me'CJl;h~:d 'a11tl'W:(?l~g@d·":iW' ;gEatr' tvio
;Dftfrlemin ~toyi.j.fuc51:·enjp~ent::was.had;iHl' sal1.~9:ga!lgs:Q!U€<JQq:,: the
"bo~-uti::uqnterits,and''W'e·mde up!'f6rrsom.e.-o:f1otir ~epiletli::;c1. stores ••
Chi e f,ly,'i7e\'hO:Lop ted'Lt~rt'ri"O:DJ t;tb;~;:B~:iC',oe sr, i:n,"oo aa-d:,~B'We ha.(t:;,pe,en
f.orced' ~tpsa.il'!'ffitho-n1'Y .,6; feW,'sma.ll. 'bot,tIes'/,Qf" :,W'ate~,su(lh,was

".tire ~ge~y:,rttJ.a-:t;;n o'tr,a£tniinut.e,was;'.c;.v~i ~a bit:e'iJ£-or"?lT7,t£;trilig:':shi Pft
1:fu..v:i:rigt:a;ken, tne: ooC\tsr ,in tp:w-pre:(gO''t.}·:uP.qer:(~:)r~~in'''bu:;tt~Si.
luck· would have .itthe.fji"T$:t"dbdat:'sYl'ant.PeQ;·2:ai,$~~\1n'52'l1d',Irt.~ve

'a: <E\o~t:OO-j;u:rm'l4I "l;'/Ytas·. de~d:deQ;,\to: Ii;rt>'and".$2ii l!::'her;:Oll t .'.and
sa.ve·'cit1ierb 6a:t;tg)0'!s~era1:"IIanQ.s: .·.·8 t:rd.,"p:Peti' ·do\'!1!t';and •.cQ~~nc~q. .•.'it
b~i,;[i:rig.{rust i:01:t~''darnea.Iuck',bt~t·TI'et':~udd:eIilY"rece:tved;(o'rftq:os:'\ 1

to g<i ..laI.ol,:l-f9's.jsdN~ .t11.B',J?-,~:m:t.ngship ':an,d:':,ta.,ke .";Qf,'.f'.J~UI"V"ivo:r:s:,;\V:i·,tn,,· \

great reluctance 'We cast. the two boats adrift and .h.eaded,. tOWardS,
the. cl:istressedvessel.Imagine taking a ship carryil1.g2000 gallon
of roo. Octane Petrol alongside a blazing ship: :We allturl'1~d '.'.
g:reyatthe thonghtof±t •However wehadhadourorq,e:r$:.sQ.~therel
was. TIpthing that we could do,and the poorblighi:;erShad ,to'be j

l'escuedanyway.,The next fiftoGl1minutes ,was hair"'raisillg.~;~'
rna.:naged to get our :Bow onto the ship's side,andyelle'dto the

.cr~'Wto jurap on board as quickly as thejTcould •.A1l this time
s;e.!;',Ic-sa.ndflames Were' shooting all. over us ,ana,. YJeexpected to
mel3t<theLord at anymomentlHoweverwe did not Gtoso,and got awa:J
ini;ime. I interpreted the crew, who were:Belgians ,a.'Ylddisoovered
tha,t\.thevwere one of fiveshi Dswhich had been tOr"pedoBclt'be
~i~;}it;eefore .but. lucki?-y none of their men had been- k:tt'le)}or
J.nO'i1TE;d.These men were later passed over to the Tug,and vr,fS;'

}Jrq,cee(J.ed to· escort the Tug,now towing the ship, intoPort.The
shfj:) burned furiously all night ,and s8nkjustbefore we entered
the .1?oomllYthat'rotten luckJ '

Within three hours of tying uDin Port we :r,Lad a further
batch of sailing orders,this time doing several jobs at once.
We had to j oina Convoy and help to escort :Dart of the iV2,Y to



.',,

,

: "

!:~,
• T2Jror8.di,an(' then break off and ~creen ashi;p at 1:!arshal1,..in 1Jiberia.. 0 . ' .

. Freetown always diP. depress' me".'fhis . time i~ 'seem.ed even" worse
lihat with swinging aroUnd', ,the Buoy 'once each htnIr"alm.ost,a.nd>then
~T1ng: to whipou't the' :fenders to'bear" of"f" another 1$" whi-eh': was
swinging a.round ,tll,e o'thar way' .•a.ndb eEO:'ing down upon ',yoursiel:'Il
a.tterrific speed.Then again ther"ewas no proper' jetty wher"e"one
ceu1'd fuel and w;ater ship' as, .s"oon a$ returningf'romSea.One,l1a.d to
make a .speC'1,a.1trip"aJ.1.·:rolm~?the, Ha.:rbOUT'~dt:r';yand· ~ind,6he ,of
the t>w-!IUftJ' petrol\ ehips,tfe up aJ.oDg,side -.and"'iVaste an: hour
or ,sO'befoTe'g(J1ng"o1'"'f"tof'±nd~'a'1,f&t er 'sh'ip·and'1f8.B t;f)an'Q~~; few
preci ous "hoUrs ~Ble~.Kli:ne13a.7: "~'.sofa.r·Out'·from:Freet OJ'ri'i'.ts elf
a.ndtran~ort !IO bad,t~t one' wasll-ot· Inth~least'tEnUI>·ted1;·c'
TentUref()rkth.e~eeptwhen thesuppli esofato.res ,requ~red'();D"e
to doeo-.~en one'had to ,tra.velto tw:o'or :thi:ee)separate"p.laees
to geton~ order,ai1d tha.t was !i. morningwasted;to '~ta!rt'or:f' ygth.

Theone adva.ntagewefotmd'therewag, thepossi'b11~ty"·of
1ongfshsea. t~ipswhfch wotild, keel" usm111. esa,.;aYfrQ:m MY:Bfj.se
s~a.:r:f{wfth,'respects 'to thosewhowel"e;':ene of'the't:Boy~Z:}an'd:where
owef'elt'that .•.e:ooulda""job of work Without any', ~dr~ee:f'rom
certa.!n'pe'CpIe a.shor-e:UnfortUna~e17we· never gotatrip't6Dakar,

although several ships bad, that chance. .".", , .-
,:FreetolrJlcerta1n1.y 'is' .croWded during war:ttnre-too',erowded

in fac't·.In:-tcwn there Was.' one plae-e where one cqu!l.d,ge·t ','f?ome
'thop- "The Lf:on and:Palm",'l"Unby ¥aafi~. thecLUnohea ,'se~e4"t~ere
wer~qtti'te"ta:sty ,at;ld;:f'af-rly xeasona.bIe-hnrl"8.1:i for Naafll J?

" t ' ".

.'" < 'J r;i 1\
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LAGOSt-~IGE.RIA. ," , I'

" we arrived in-Lagos on the 17th JJay,after a36 hour sea ., . .
tri:p~ We·.'d been hoping for a trip to t}1i13place for· a long time,
and at la.:st, we were on· OUT way after 'only 8...'1 hour or 8{)'" s notice

~ .. . ., ' ,~ • , > ,

, Th~..entrance into. Lagos Harbour· is agre'\t· contra'St :to
any other' porta-long this westernCoaj3t.rne firie· bu;ildings,quite
a,d,ist.ance ,apart ar~ noi; of,. the. type }'lp.lch)o:ok?,ttrac;tlye from
tlwSea and ;then.,:proVe to be a· great disap:poi~tmeI1twhen viewed
front hlose~u:p.The :first one is, the Laios Yatcfdng Gll1O:-a well-
"st~':l~t"edan?:::~:pc:~iotts....a.b9~e ~o~·the amat~u;lf'chtsraenof Lagos.
:Ariq,next,pas~=41g.GovernmentH{)use,and.f;PJ.pJ.~,the Gove.,rn<:>r~,we
are?1mazed a:tthe~ sm.a.rt Guard of Honourwhi'6h, gives us' a 'Presen
A;rznst'. '.. ...~. . ';:.

,'. ':-::.;.'1. :,,' _, --,"-',. ,',-, _.:' , ,: ,,', .' ". ,"', " '. ,':, ,") .,}, :~_ .;'~

'J', . ;rt,d·idnDt .ta..1re'Irle1.ongto nip a.shore afte'rma.1ting.fast
al'bngside the Jetty.Offic3.al.,bl1;siness had 'tobeaftepd~~ ,:to. at
f~r:st ,but as. soon.,asfinished 1.ha9- a, look around the town. •
me're were more shops' to be. s€enin Lagos tllim all', tl:l:eother
:places,~:rll?-d' peen to' inWes t .f'.£xica-and.!3everp.l ,·exce;J.lent storeS'
t6o.Mah~ed:. to. buy mp.nyarticles.-whichcould not pe <:>bta;in.ed
else.!fuere.'t~agos lia.s;that'r.f,;putat~on,no· dpubt,du\3' to: the,. 'fact· trJ.cl-'
it is a V13:st,trapsi t camp·for civilians as w.ell· as 1:lilita.ry,
who eventually, goon t1o:the lTear East. ",'. .

'i\:/f'< That. eveni-ng,bei:p-g,pund:ay••no,panc~s or·C,inema.•.and y?:ith the
,.pOS;sibility,o.f, ..returning-,'tp Tako,radi tlle,ne:';:tp.a.y?'f0p.r\ ..():f' us
d,ecid~p_,to ..fSP>a'bi t.'wi-ld:lorthe- evening-.,Yfe ::l:t~.;t~fl'~.~~1):;~f;m
the,:}t,:randHotelwhe:recyre h?-da, scrp.mpcipp.f3JIe~(:,rhis,~i:1 t:S-e .

,15t~$tol, Hotel are-the Hote;I:sberp) .T11en,after-. the,.'Usfl<;i.;1·,dr.:Ln1nng
Wfif~:~lf".~nd: up' .-a~a,:WofE,:Dancep\fpte::"wew:er.e,,:':~Q:1?e;;;.r'E(J10Ugh.

i~V~e!!~:~:mm::'.:;::::t;;u:;"~~~~g:;£:Ch~~ht::ai,pp.g,th~,l,is'~~.,front,and.J3~ea.P.;.p;t:be.et"y!hict.t ru.ns ,:paraJ...lel to it •
.I-t:I:~:,1~19ngt·hese>.two ,s;t;r,e,e::Q~':'that· '.~e mairibuisiljes s ..~~str.apsa c­
-t.d.9i.F~afi: Jiave:.a~sto~~ ..,o:nBro~ct. stre,et.??hiFltowp.:bpasts of
fptl!ti,/pln,eI11f1~'tw1UCh~s.lMqplethJ.ng.to be>ast. ap0l}ti}?he day:;be=t0re we
saJ.fL~,a,I;''(fent!along}tot'he~kO'yJ., Clll;b,,;w:b+chJ.is the',:Eu:ropea1DtC:Lup;'\Vhai-ta, :ma.gnifi c,ent,p~adelI-Iada:t'ea1ly lUf311'I'iou:sIun.9~~here

~t~:!~!~:!t::~~~~~:~~~:!~;::~~t~i~~~!;~:t§C;OOl
,more exc.lusivelGosh,how I'd love to ,have gone to a dance there­
it !llUstbe just, toosmashi~.Still perha);Js the next time we
visit this place we shall arrive on a more c.onvenient day.

Pra,ctically opposite the club are the lIess and Chalets oJ:
the employees of ·the B.O.A.C.(:British Overseas Airways CorD.)



¥L-@'I 'imat a beautiful, se,t-u:p ;thi'~ 'ind,e}Jendell"t~'3ett.l:e:irtentt:these
luclzy' IJeoJ!le have.l~.ever hi:we/[, seen such lu..."01rvas I,have 11Elre­
for the'- tro!,ics that j's.These eniployees,eachh~ve.their"Dwri~-
rOom in ,achaj:et,e.nds[JB.re I;t,mB.gnif:loen;t) ]Eess~TIJ.E3re~s' ever(e.
3wim!'Qing~:ixfol,apart from: the usual 'Tenni s, sguasp."etc,We" ,PCt1}iJ!3!1
to be.' ponora~J meyfbera of the Pool so, managed, to' have, two.@wi:tJlP­
oI1;ei-ar:~er[\' party,8,t a.ooutthree in the mornhig~!mc~ theot:l]£lr the
:lay' upon which we left. The-g'irls. were ,too,tired-that o.ay,p() :.'I[re

~7ent in ,on oDxcrvmsome. . :'. '.' ....• " .
A very nice,ty]?eof G:1.:rl·seera.s' to' c()YiJ,e to. this J3,O.1.~C~'

BiepCh,8~rtd of. COix:-se·t~eyLcdl.:J~ye·· ,in 'stYleo~l~~' ,cJi~~~'!t8~:'.,.·~·s
not 'nearly so hU.IDldas· Tak •. 01" Frpeto"'0m,and where the Clp.1t~;,?-nd
B.O.A.q •. 8,re ..situated,t'"cey, swear th~t theTe i.s ~ota·.]llo'Squ.%tto
\'!i thin·1'.1il~s .~n9- t.?'prpve i~, .:hey. a~8-,.pot use,nOSClu~ ton~-y~~;It is
most c,ert?,lnly an ldeaJ.,lo.ccdaon •. ,' . .' .... ",~,;"

-',After't'!!o'and a half (lays .wesi'dledfor 'Yakorac1i a'ga;Lp,
hoping:ti1..atwe,JP..aybeable to, retuTDveryshortl1., ....,

. It was, just :b~fore 'w~es8:il~CJ,:that~hom:Pi?on,,!!i'ho,mtdbeen' our
Oook,3.s1wd ifh800uld .be 0u.r, new vvardroomservctnt.As he'vvas a
verycl.~,an lad ..0nd\iould ';h~,iJe,left' ...hi shome. was in :Lagos-?-s"lle
~ouldnot stand, the heat of the Gal;:Ley"wetook hixil on.FrencJl,who
was. our })revio:usTIoy,hatl clesertGdback ,EttTa.k.oradi"beforewe' had
left.He,v!qsa'very· har!i.: \~orker...i:n Port-.butJatSF~ahe. Yi.()ulcl.·be '
'flake4'01¢"p',:most of tl1,eday,8.:n.d YT?uld.,~val~0.round the sh;tJ?, ,in a
:;cr:holesori~,;\dt3.ze1A:further:fault.' wCl,S;thathe yras: t,ooe<1ucatecl"B,s
he;'.ha<3,. 'rea:ched:: matric'.:··stiin(l~ird. ThpID])qOni.8 'a,.gr?a-t,. sail,Sl:p.;~:§l.nd
n~v:e,~':'q,ti,,~Y~J:'~r·a~':~?:l"1!~ei.S"~o~nlSto<b~a .~ol~TGOO?Jjo~(.r!~j:e,.:ra
bl t,··.tra.:L.nJ.11g~Ris krl,o:Wledge,of,}Eng:ll sIll s.ratb,er.·:;tlLr1.J.t:~k1irn(L

hjJ ..inevl"Ci?:9:te an~wer to. a qlles tion ()rorderis ;)tYBF>,SJ:r!)*)~f.~J~\!1nie~~,~xper~,~nS,e. I ....~c::Q,,~rith.,?i~}'Tas, ,w:J1en,he"vJel1t...a~~?reat J!reetO'V'fn'Hlth a .Lrlena.oIhls vrho. y:casstewaT0.tJn ano,t'he~;
',".,' '''',"::',,:'''-'';'', ; ""','; •. ,',<" "',", ".,:""."".:,~,(::>, ..•." ':,: ,\::,,"',~'_:', ":":-,0--", .'":.. ,.""",:,,.,. '·'.,::":.:"::~.~·::),<~1":::'-'!i~?,\;,·;.l:'.

lIe sJ?entimos~ of. hi,S .savings ·.i,niarill}drigW2'7!nYhne~:anp.fuJ\'9E ...,
'~e~urni!igon:,board' in the u$ualtrlOn:':'6ordprehensi'V,e".:~d8t~:t~l1J:1"e

. _ ", .. ",. .. .. .. " , .. "'~' ,- ,",' "" ..', ,- .... : '", :,', .' .. -' , .... ,,' ,"";: ".:,' , .. , '; ' .. '" ",,'.'". ' " '_. " ':', ': ',; .. ". : :. ':' i',. :"', ",:' " .,', ..':' .•.. ,' :~:f.;:. "",_. ~'.,. -

irisi's:ted .a'ni~,s<Ybs,anclmoans ap;cm:t'the mQtle~(.h~hcld'::;BJ1~~·~patth,Coxswain. d'f ~t:r\e ,next. s,;b.i}!.hao.P'tlp,11ec'f'biillj.nt[-o' 'tJd;G~0Zat~"~,
".'';" ,.,' - :',~ "~:'" ':",- ," ',",' ,''': ';':-:'-:""", '''''.',' '~,'. ~', ,"" ',-~ T" , : ,". ";., :~'l':"", ',-:-;-'\G\·'~: .."::':_f~,'·

f.(ld,.st8.ggeri.ng .off ..to, theFocs~e ,he, yra(TPe.0,.Il1.e,.to;l'O'q].';:?eyr~;;the

~i~[.~~~J?t.·..~;t_~;;,o~,,'i~i.·.~.n~~.~}.r]t.,d;~.:6.~~.3?.~~et..~:.yC..•.~~.•.:.'}.'J~.~ ....i '~~~~'.,.~~l~'~le~ofJlcl.1.1ght'er: 'coIning, !'from ,Tb(jmpson~3,S he' ,J okes· wi~ll,t;he Cr.e',
',' ..... .". ~ 1'1 :,.""" ,. ". "') , :'. - : ' ' ,,' '. -':':< .


