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~filld a Hotel and book a room for thenight.L'Hotel du Pare
was the onJ.;yhdtel in town,ands.y."eri nice One at that.The

. first thing,~ichc~t_.lQ'eye,"re.theJ~.t\t"ge. ~b~r. of '
at t1;'aet iTe. :Fr..ench':1{GimeJil c tefJt na.tur.el .•!1te'st •.e~l?~61J:l~,:tlle .

'.gr. .e.a.. t..d if'f..sJ:",e no 8 1.n, ". th.~ ..1.r o.. 1. e.,.·.t. )1i .•...~ ...•...a.t..'tl..r .....•..~.'....•~. . ,.'C,~.'." l..eXi.. ..O.Jl: ;t,Q.;

thoa. e Ot' the1~ ~f..i.ish.;eOlU1:te~ .. tB 1. n ..tjh.e~ ..·..•..:toJ1ies.• 1. ,~t!r.:found.that. thE're'We.re.threeJ:fai~es~ex: :1n'~~~ t.rown all y1t-h
.the.la,t'es t e' lii ·eilt! naTe ·nmhea;rdo:fxi'e::1n-,m.trs "eVezfln

" (". ..., .'.,q .. pm .....•.. ,..< ""'.' ','.... '..... . .. .. " ,;·~t,."..... •.., ....',',' ,.,
LagQS+Attd)the :P+a~f3~6~.~~~.~~~ wi,thrl'~~es 'Pmrd~Ii!:>~d
lipsticks_,After ~e.ting T1,\rl~llS~eople.,s.rt4~e.ig ,the.it'i~.>1
mO~~Ir~·11d~~lIe)1!e:cttl;1'·:~mq,lT·:d:e~r~<i.~"'.,~~·.wlI,ere·as",l)~;.~~itish
temJ?er.n't:1a>,,* .ORe .'...oUt~Q.:W:~.st~A!;+~~~;~;~~e J!OA~i,' ..
anti .sP~):rl:l:~ol\;th~ ...fn ·~~;il1re'~ .•,.~,~S".9,J1·.b,qt~·Q.B.Y<~l1:~and,
the' :treneh'temperamen~ 'l,:J.•"qui~.,••.\~e':tAy~rl'$,~~~~,~:J.;~t~·.,~~.~tionB
of ,C0lIrS~.Tl;J.~y.eo~ ~.O't1'~"'.heren~t.·,~~~,~~ ••~~, .th~~r liTing'but
to.s e~:tle.here :ro%'th~res-;of·tlie~~l~Te13;:r 'tie"e~San,an<l
r~~.,theil:'>,~1;\11~en l.\~r~~~lJ..18 .•~~Y;e%'~(<loJ1.~,bi';.l3J:'~ti~h.p~qple,
,as. t:n,.~!~+~gO .~El,orto>rP1e,.ga~et():t;r}l1,e1>1~~.fi.And~11~ '
klc1dl ~f3 ..b01m1J.ers are net ~c:t,l~u;rihe~~ t.~,alt~~1;l~."'OUld
na~urs~~~la.(,ktae:no~ll~a~~~.€:lOl{;g~.aEt#"~pean'Cli~$e.

,Abi.1 ~h,4s'.prabi=Lbl,..a. Ettropean.PQInga t1 onQf';~'V~r ...~.IQOO~.'~chissu~fj: ~irmt}QgiTe the:plli.~e,.'th,~;atin()sp.~te;..~t:>~f;l~lli>T~enCh
. tGln[l. ~~ > .•• 1tl•. a?4J.Y 'lac::1d1lg:l1.~Yr~er.,~f\'.·.]11~'.-~e'l~~~..<>;1s/..~~lo~~:

':rhep(J~~~Er haTe 't~r(liYtt'tij>o%:\~13~a~Jtpr~~·9w;i~.>:~o'i~l,1e;I.~k of
-"'''~''&...'.n······'····I, h!:tA/',' Ditri1e' .'atthe:BellefVi 'eh1chili'as''''4"',4~,
·;~~en~'to~:.~·.··.'r5.0.~""'••~·~.•~J1d$.A.'.•~·c#l#!i.;:~··••.'>#fii··wat\~Y

..dev~~>ed ana,f,·c~}Y1ea'b~k*~\~;f:;:~~~~rt3, ~,Q;:J."'7~:P~:t'~;t~~~",.".'
. .....,..,;' ..Ybe~ ·Jr\f~.r8t,...wen,~·Ft$li9r,ti>\;J::: •.f0~d; 't~~'" ex,~~!{¥,i~l1>J3.

:piece of, BwQt,t1l1g;"t;111•...·0t1t of.,~.·.·•.'t:r;.~Y.I~1.,J,.(t?;r:t,'f:J ¥3-ngb.o()K:,+".; e8~,4, only
·jll,s.t.: ~ster ,the:-e~ta,?f ..~;.~r~09:t::J?re;p.!~~~~.'l:?~~~<1'~,~ •..sur

:l.:f1.'..~ap:l,~~9rtothing , -bUy .a.fter-cpav;lt;e?; \.:t~...~p~e:t.~i~,#:p;'";~:tf.flfl'e t }<Ix
l'e9:pl;~U(~hel,llSel:ves.f[ ..fpl.U14t.llatI •.bf\d.··J;>.i.CJ~e~¥:p{~,':;~.~n.~f"+:S?t:,.~ount
:o+,9()~~r8~tJQ:rl ,~b:~bh .maae,;.'.i1P. ·:t;gr-;;t~~·;~~~-,~wl>.~ra,~"lp.g;:;~~~pts
I· ~de:'ZJ'erJ.~,Xlc,.ed 1flJ.i1.~t. splut.~~r~h~ ~~.:s~~ri~·~it,D;Iy' .
.··~~~~-liBual1.Y.,a11·,in .the ·~o~. ,tep.~~s,;IJ;;~e~ .•:i';~13t.t~'t,..the
folk:.nevertri.ed ,'to,.makeme.feel.ttticomYo:rtable ~~; ..•e:re>;,~.ys
Bymp~ th~t;Ct·.eveJj.tb.-ou€W-vre~fj1~¥;J. .,:ta;ll~...at...,~;tH~,:.f~\~t?' et c

. pasBed·onbotp.,.,t:l..:1.<les. '" ' ...................•'( ..•: :;. ."" ...•• ';'.,...

" ~ - .',' .·,InAb.:iJ ~,aIld oi;herFr~~h 'COJ.Q~.tes···:J..()l~~all.Y:t~he .~::iIh:~:n~~:i;:c::*'<:ii;~~~i6B;:i·>~~:et~~~~t.t~~~~as ,
in· &,·]3-r:1tishColo117.Thi~prp1J~"bIY is~ne .().f·thereasori~(Jib.i\h >

accOU#ta, for the n~tj,vest.greater.ref!:P~ct:fo+ ..the ....~.~.~.~'.
here,whereaselsewhere' the attitude .If:5.inel1Iied to 'he' ra·ther
ch~e:ky.M.LouiB,o-ne of my v:erykir:,dR:osts(And:Mine~Louis 'sf: course

J~
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i>""e@ Abijan-cont."

was making extensive plans to go 'Up-country for another of
his Elephant trips.The trip wouJ.dla.st two weeks,and he always
anticipated kil11ngat least two Elephants.l aB~edhim for
somedetails of the trip and the disposal oftheC011lses etc.

Apparently the. license reg.uired for hunting the animals runsinto 5000 franes(Appr.£25}.He is allowed'to shoot up to four
E1ephants,and' any.extra' ,ones belong to the Government.1'resWnably
thehuntergetES.half.the value.'1'hemoney for his lie~nseis
amply repaid by' the sale of the corpse to the local J3nslJmml,who
}i~11:eT~i t{):r; Jl0t,b,9.1.1agd eat~p.E!sJdnaswelll Canno~imagine
that ever getting tender at.alIJ1JI.wa.~:promisedatrip with
him if I coulae"'!er get a wee~'s le!l-ve.Can't see that e"9"ercomin€
off ei ther"but one never knows.lll Itmcerts.inlyterrifiely
tb:rilled at the th<mght of such gra,ndspoJ[X"t.A.303r~fle is
sufficient,to kill him·if caught between the eyes or between the
eye and the, Ear. ,

Whata. terrific sensation the'fortD'Vaux' ,caused Jdonl
when she arrived at Port,J3ouet.The'locaJ. illhabitants,were relyin€
upon her for their supplies of Viine,Licquere,SoaJ)and manyother
wa.:rtimel~ries.Due to the "lockade of course,the Vicbycolonies
had been cut off from all, supplies from France and had to ,look
to Algiers. for:i:their suppliesof'Wines ete,whichhad 'been~ent
Over from llarseilles.The generalfee:Ling towards Gr.eatBritain
waeol'le of great diseussion.FQr, one thing-many FrenChpeople
still-., feel that we let themdovm at thef'aJ.lof' Franee,aIld
somemay even be very bitter abouti t.ExcellentNazi:pr<>poganda.
On the otherha.:nd,due to the fall o-rFrane~ andtheblo.ckade,
th$colonyhas'been forced to becomemoreorlesBsel:f-supportina
which lias helped >considera.bl~theflnancesof thel~ca1Traders.
li0"W-atthis 'date-wlththeobrlousturn .of'the tideintlie .A1liest
faTour'~<lthepossible ending of the block8.defromFra.nce;the
pe9:P!~"-,f-9n~eatlJtEmd.to theirdream.oflOO%self.--SUl':porteThus
theyq'()tJ.Q;t_aeemteJmow whether, to cheer or just keep grimly
'sl+,ent ,wheXla,news"ree1is- shown'depicting a.nyth1.tlgBritisbJJl
thinktllerelsnodoubt however,that underneath it all there is
*the-UX'g, .tQ _cheer or nod.'approval ,but whatever 1,t.i S ,there is
alwa;YfJiananti-deGe.ulle feeling. He is still 8.cclaJ.me.d.8.traitor
byal~ge numberof% typical Vichy types.deep1te all the good
workthat'he has done'!'orthe French lost prestige of' :pride~
Th~re arecerta1n service 'types of ours whoare doing a fine
j o~,ofwork in the 'Entente Cordia.let ,line.

, At the momentof typing I amback on board ship,
rolling myinnards out and wishing that I were ba.ck on that verycomortable be'd"a.1,'Hotel du Pare instead of having to sleep in
the wheelhouse tonight where lean be handy for someeXpected
trpuble.That was thef'irst time I, had slept in abed for 9months



It was·; .•~lst inFreet~n~nd~ng'Apri~ t~t a,:ra.~r.

exeiting apd: interesting jo~ caJne:&lQllg. It a:p:p.e~ed'thata·thirdat,tempt was neariy,eoJlll>leted/ at, gett1.:mg ;aJ~geFloating
Docle into ..F1:.ee,~owntr()In,.'~b.e UM""th~ J>re,viou~; ~~~'~rtngb:eEm
swik.So. S~T~:ra.+.M.L.s'-~d,·C.prv:~~:t~~ we;r!=t:·,:iJen.i;l'P"#> ·t~~dezvous
wi ththe :P9ckand h~rEs~orts.~e; ~sbe~ng,;~fw~"Y:1ib.r~e .

. Large ..Oe~~~. and, ~,,"ma.gn£qu~tef3.g0'9d:~:p~~~~ was an
enor,moufj,:pieeeof' .eo~trueti.f)n ,anQ.;tOJfereaaboYe·th~: h'Qrizon.
Altpg·~t:p.eT: 1ll,}~re.·w:e:r~....alton''f;i:~'l .~e .•o~t.~·,i~pl~dljlg,n,~~~~t>y~:rs,
and .;t~exe';j;. ementa~' .(~r;·a.~.:'\Ve.)::!!~r~>F.9n~f3rtl~d,,:C:·9~~~v41en
one go't;~nto.(!!tation·, an~i:z"'g-;~ed~:f,p~{tJ:!,e;r'es~::9t: ,the ,trip .
back '~r:}·;:f'ttl~i·;tim,~·.wa~;'~l'tW:~:.!~>~fJqgi-ug·.'o-:t~c: T&J;nPblY~:' .·ei:tp:er
~~Yj~;~ot,'. fa...eoptf+ct, ,or ..•··e;1.~e:.?o:p~~~ed> ~'().'be,:r~:p.~J;!{~i;ed. G~. ',their
p~<,t:~~l~ "iI.¥.~I!~' 3.t~ti.()11.T}te: .:Dq.~ki",~Sl sa:r~ly '~:rougl1t;:nto .
Por;t.",.: 6'.'( .•,;';" ... {r:O'. i ~'<"" .•. ' •...•. ",. ir.:

.';pn~,'·PJ."aA9-esp··j OD)qfl.lRe'. i:n,.t\.Jlgu~-t .'W1Aa.~t-)jjust;:~~cm.'t·t~· turn

i..n '.-top.:.t. t..h.. e, 11:t.gh. t.r-.f..Pl".........•....a.'C.•.:hahg.•...' e %:-i.·•.in L ?&, ..99..13".,~ ,.I't :..,wa.s' ..a.:t :..,.~4e".J)..:.•....t~ ..~,wewere ,'t;ol.~ .-that we .:ha.d .;to:r~;~1t.o·:T~~.,p. th.:,!'ll11 "fFpeM' for;;" a
s:p$:c1p.J..-j'pb.ot~ Ser, ~S:)£3 0qp::.as ~~:"to~, :~~:lc,,;t;.~:, 'I'~:,!~. :f'n ~~:J.ed a.pd
wer ..e(rtt()n·~e, jQb' •.wi,:th$ll,'tlV~$ .~Qtlrl;3.T;tl1s~~~~ .it &PP,~flP:
t.:ba.t:!:! ,were-going to's,ereet,l:two' l3a.t:ti~s~ps \'i'!l¥lst;;~Des;troye
esoo~,i;futQ-1.~4~t~ea.~e'W;~egoiAS; to: pr~~ect,:uni:t:s,·,,,pfthe
Fle et, they with 151+1- Gtu3B,.~~) ~$::ili t)h ·.ourc,.!!!~4l!:a.;t"lll$e,n;t0t", .J:>ne
~P9m!4erQ.F,.~J~)@~f'tw:o' Sl:l1:PfJ cp.X1,o,e~e(i 1'l;el,"'~l'P2"oba.bly the
ReT~e '~,~1l;8 •.Rel3-o;~~'t-iotJ,,;bu;t;',<'fe:IlE;T~r 'ac~,~11y (~;ounp.,out.·;..·alth
,":.ough[~p.eY:,wer,~.f:lh~s<qf'i;ha t uel~a·.yierypr,ou~"we.e~l1 ,1)~eked
o,nt '.ll:...De:s;'tr¢yer·aJ:1d:'gO'~)lg llP,to:i tst~O(1 ;)bY;)4;lk~"a •.,~,lUJl~' f)oe;.
Wa.1i~~ngf<>:r,J.t !f3,Ma~t~r,i~/IlS;:1J1at:t"Uc"t,~on,4l ~.j q'l,),,e:f;WorK ',onl'Y

\,1a.8t~ a.;:r~~.llour~1 ,)a~'PJ.e:,,!!5lJ4::p,$~\1l.1a.!l~ed .t.o,ge~·mof3;t·p:E.the .
fuel~Wg'q9ne::Pe.f.~J1'e .we,'i:tet::;,off:fi.lm't th,eJ3a ~~le:shi>p~:-,;Clid:'6;endus
,some :,y~ryni:qe,J\'!es~sa.g~s;::~~,<t~n,k~,!~h'W'~r:.e::~~9r t~ap~r~ela.ted
by:, .l:1s:~~.;~ .•·;tb~l1,.,~(:rt..)o-f'~;b~c.:k:....o:q.:~Y;)~~)I~>J.+:-e trl;p .,to ·.~2l;lie.
Th~!~$.~"iJl1~'15,~t,<t~ ~~.·p1.:'t;he':I~1J,~::wlf~llsh~ (in;-R~ed the
sh1.Pc~J;te,:,~~fl:ltevi~ ,·~t ,;~1lt'..,~;,no,;,J\fJdi~~:&r.I:4:·e~~d-0l'll..y ,
~L.,,;r~;~<\'.tl1J was ~~Iou,a.~~·}p~~q1ogica.l:Ly"use~e.13B ~-rT{hicl'lkept
tliej:E;1.1>t;;l:1.-a.~~e~~':t~:r:.~he'~~xtc., f~>~tfy:~~Ii; .waa'qutte tne tooJ

J; ... "<:,.~·i)"(A.6.~~ld~.·;:~p writ}ien:j.n.AuguEit. we. a.:l"e·a1.± .•..hoi~ng· t~t we
ea.n·::ge:t,(~()·,.:~ J:l.~·:pl:fH~e ;.a.Pa,.J:'t·',:Erom..I.agos~ETen :La.~e:,'Pa:L+fS· qn one

'.:aft el'·r1">b.~te~gh:tllrtfS i~ i~,l~l(\'Yfe.;ha,.,..~ 'no1;;'be ~p,~ound' Itearly.~s
=Qhi~S.,mo51h:of t1'J.eqth~J€,sWl's~'F.}1~:J;e~~a.~l~t 'qif ~~11':f;sq~e, can
vi~1;t ~n..t~§! ...g~ast ·~4 J!13 h01>~.is>t~J fuLve,b,ee1'l. t9':l-'ract~caJ.ly
.e"~w~n~if,"~~m'I>aJfar:1t()·,·Ilua.1-aor:Po~:rl't~.:No1.;re;~efR~~ ;t:,:;tea.!e the
·ttet~l:led. bOle. ',.>' ." . ". >;','~ •• c' .;.. .J'

':. Sey~ral J'l6wG-1rJ.s 'a;rr,~ved. for.:.th~1p\FHo~'Pi tal apout
two months :'~~f mest of' 7 wp.o:mare ve;ry: goed,. fun, and.-nol; "t3nobbi sh
and so inde'P~n<:lent'asthe·oth~8.I met. Kay :peGaris the day she
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arrlTed, 'and With ~a Letds'a.ooJ"a.ne:Gannt;-;hS.e"sln~e~~na
1reqp.entT1~itor. :to'.th&;'Ship~·:'f()i-\Gh.(pl··ann:·'<*ihlcs~;;,\· 'i' :Y;,

, i ;',' A':t',.the,'end'~'!',JttlY\"~l:iB.d) 'to<ar&n :tlie'eoxs~in' ~fJr~~he
3l11:P·".a~lio~e.'in/d18~ee~He; ~s":·'a" :YOTtng) "Le,~~na~SeMiiUt·iwhCi\lia.d,
:pass~:,: '!()i." ,~. O.;';':A.ctiye" SenH::~t#ld'om 'a.>la.d"o'r;··!~!.1fu.t"i:'<?:the'
laB t"mo;l~1l;·'he'~;e~a.bke'cl:tiP{-an~; 1l.aa;'befnr a;--ae:(~te:r L~n'i=3~era1

,oec~si~l1~,:ror:'~D,JCet#1t!$'s.':~tl:l!.~,·{~J:'.t'1..C'O.l:a.r'·:().e~~fll1i~.•he:w-"'t, .
• beyOna:·:tlte;'l~~~:' ~d:,-nO't: ori1-Y' ~'t':'~'bUI:J!vij:'bfit'r~fus~<t6r .

-Out';''orders ','whilst, '-On:du't' ·:·;The~i'l..•r' )rPhHJijf;:we iW!' '."aj'lc"''','''' ''''fY',"," ' c",-- •• ' e"--, ""'''--C''--'''' , .• ,.,..'Y: •....."-~·--·.. ..,~y:..\i:t " ., .__.1;;., "",ed,...,,· ,,~m
,so, ~(,.:t i.lDes, .anat~'pe':;{t}l1-Y 'nad·tjV': nWtit!fu';:t~(arJ)"'~,,'t;."·'··he]f~1\yet'!,,.he

{~s,'eXeeedlpgrY·'1.1iekY~~e'~H1Y'':tij., riQj:pptJ:ttiJngt'!nr'~~gOya.;r'~"-'a ..... t,
'for-himt1!tripr·~u~~:tDippea.:,:~ 1l'8.ge'-:nfif',ohl-Y-"'Otitftt '~ln-~'t'~),8'!". .;' •.....n

U'8l1;~.Prl~is~b't;::'qf)lbelb8i9-ltJ~~eJl:;aro~:'\tfl 'A.~~~E:~~~~?,'....:'t'4~~11e
seaman ahai:naa-ev~;oppo ''titiliity,~''aiii!aanG~~li!2il;$1fir:-en&';~~ry

'few men areP. O.sat 2I.But the()1'lef~111tT f01Jl1Q.'Wi~h;L.»"as
hUf:. ,:r~bi:11ty-'to"ceiia:ti'e,\tlie" ;erei'i:f1ri1fhdr(~~b}';o~ ·~wr8e'i.ei<the
main jOb' 'ot>'a..'Co~n~Oh·a'·ia1~fer~'t \~~c·t)r'·8li1·'·.cI::"b'e1':!e'f!e
he' (h~);~r~..f'e'·.ra91i~'[tha'f"a;r~ignt~;btt\~:t1ii:Jge" ··.8ma.~~)'tijllP.B"<~fie."
(r~x~~itl,:·t,~,rids"t.e,'~ei~iii'e·<t o:o':,;,pa1'-t "n~lf('t~~'ere.;..:~~:ea't"'J'"
:togetn¢r',at19, '~iee~:>!n,' ~;:qf,l.b·I.1i)next::tio:,·the:¥e·s$'ae&lr.How~~rthe
nm·ti."+ ,s,a.\f rni'm "aglior~'l1e';'h!Ui'a::Tery fifo~}~~G~rtl;Ul(r J:weJe
:p~rf:~tlY:ha:ppY."lllie'1·13" p.ot: '!fha:' "tYP~i':;-of':·f'el~·o"i,:,Wl:@'j1li 11.trgbei P:<;1

.;'cont ent'ed:'o!f &AfjhO:rtf(~ 61/ .ff'br:fleng' t1iougl11?'U: t{:rJ::,,( .;;:)·[,:f''f:J',-,c''j'
'; ·',:"(·)]:triif'li' few; ',,@ekB', afiter'tbfs (t.h(;jfder.rt"<tf;ha.~'PB'~n. ;:.;

~rOU"ble:)a.re8ff:ii'ti1I;t:h~I"!~iew.':Wli·~f;!c~mp'ta[~·a.mo-hg {o~e-'$''D~~I1SS.
thS.'t' ::-tl1ej-were-;1bei1Jg' ',wo~ked'.';'O(f :hiarn .MTit:tg·t'6:·"'(lrlf'·,al;t£'~@;'"
af'tern6'0S ''f0-1- ;:tWo'''or' :ttiree'}daYs (tsJ w~·e1€~~e"'c6MPJ.~il1~'\)waB}q.:~gical
.~···.s!+,il";s'"4o'no'~ 7.~or*litr·{jt1ie.,'a.tt·grn&~,~s}i'!l":tlMi~6l?i"~lt~~~:s.
,ab3·oltt~iel:y,n·~ee~fia~~'n,a,.T1;'ng P91,l1t:e8:,,:ou~·'to::'t:b}~m'~~j:.that
,'tlierewou..1.dl>eno· "neeA,' t.o'wG,rk·):i,n·the··af'te-rnoons(~':f' :,rt;il,r;~p}f:;
:eQ1Jijt'~t84tp~u':w~~i1Tithe'~of#,i~8!:a,rid;,:i:::ba;:V!~¥~£L!:t~llgS

~'ea:8Y·'5.t,:wa.~ th~ro'r~':nec~B.s~Y'toworK::~llitim81¥§lt~Ei.~'·'!·
.. ~Juti~jien~e ·'were'.~e ISnE! 'l~ t~ &qr.~~w;-gox.~,m.f'iiJ·ifl'+q,,,~~ :[P'.

mak~:~tll~:'men,:workjjo.re.ten~~,8!a.S t!eall.:ny~.t1}an')tl1~:'\:P'l-'ef....'...;?~1'1.,
th~!:)*h6:t:e.··.pl"o1?l ~,,:.wag·:'s()1i"~Qlii'J·oD:.{>da't:ll God .11~~l!L-~li:~J'$,~,;,~they·.
st'~rt·1~ia~king~~lntZone.'e8.i3not''b:rame X~1[eiilr}i·'l~'I.YsP[:'

:~:p:PQ1.ie'~Thei:f(·ti~~, if! .u.:pr,~ln'a~rt~wi:,>wee1£t]··@f1l(;tl1UJ.';,~tHi.El~is·..
enotighto':maxe Sif' 6ne·:::ted-Uj''.:a.fte~{Ir··mo~t:ns.;~.•..t3JD::i:'~~'t-'ttn:~hokke

.:'mye e:tf···a.~a:d"'a1ir,have'-l~ij"t;"a?e.ei'~"i;i1t~t;'ot> itl~e~~:;i:n
",the •....aMp 8id,1t~nss'tgenefoailt';'!!i;: on1tJth~e .weren:peopl~z:fbtf'.the
:j3a,se~:slart:(yn~li·ja'?c~rt~itL;::~unt ."or,eot:i8,[tiei"~tl ()h::'for .•~1fos'e'
sa.1io~s who; "go 'lo'')Sea.;·tnOSh!js·'Y~fo1''mB·/or''1re.ore~t~o~·I~~~cbe
impr.ov:isedwhieh lfpu1d b:re~ them..0l;l9teny a.nd~ke~oneB:±mibd

",aotive.Foi ..'example"th'ere•••Jsliould b$·;'a.t .leltst'two:'Tentlis.Courts
handy,atl eas t: two' \1?o~t'ba.~l»i1;eh'6s"}.n~te~ ".'one.'o-vererowded
and scrUffy one,Squash Court'5~Ta:bleTennis ete.'fhere is :plenty I

1
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lehea:plabour and, eager builders among the Wogs,and 'the
ace is ava.ilable.:Bnt as is u~ual there are always the I

'Spoilers t ashore who will protest againstanytlrl.ng which
will be 'of no B:peeia1 gain to themselves. What have the ratings
to do with themselves when they come into Port?There are about
two canteens where they can 'buy a very ~imited amount of Beer
only.Nowhere ashore where theyean buy any foodexeeptWog
places 'Whieha..~e ,not ,onlYOl1t o:fbounds 1?Utare T,ery doubtf'u1.
Al'art, from that there is nothingelse.le it to be wondered at
tA~~_tll~~~l1~Y,~de1; Jt1~G,t:h.e:N'at~ye Compounds a.nddri~ Cango
Beer or worse ,still Palm.Wine (Yhiehis extracted" juice ,:from the
Pa4-m tree ,and when,fermented after four hours becomes deadly,
a!d.,:(lrives mep practically insane) or seek diseased Native
Wo~en~Thenumber of figlits:s: these lads get into is amazing t
chiefly with the natives.

• •
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'Aft~ } del~y of 'SeVera.lmonths ,I am going to try

and ca.tch'up 'wit.p these nO"Ges,butfea+ that thEiYwill not be
complete 'by any means. " " ..,"',' " .

I snpposethe most ..notable, event which stands out in
my.nq.ndts eye>is thenigb,tt't:l?&;tltalywa.s,.1:>~aten out. of the War.

, Wewere lying alongside, the :.Tettyat Takora4:f~fb.e Sigrlalman,from
t~~M.L •. Offi~~ same ru13p.ingQ,~~ to th~·shi1).,wi:tha "hugR,cUmost
tl':tump:bant ,grin on his face,'a.ndcarrying'a,signal inllishand.It
was/verybrief;,just', , Italy' has dec lare9.P89-ceJSplice .the 1Kai nbrac

. Needless to say,th€ latter'part caused a greatdeqJ ofexei tement
d.own,forwarji.'ci'he,extra Tots;wereduly handed°out,a,nd'after, $..
careful flcrutinyof K.R.&A. I.we,down Aft',l1adour, tot tool That

.:sa!n~;n:i.g1it'the Padre from Komenda'oame and..had ,DinnerwithJ)on
and, I. The whol'ee;vening wa.s one continuous" stream of, drJ1~el1!1ess ,
.with the: Duty Officer, o:f thePa:trol ashore bringingback'carloads
of Drunks al~ the 'time.Neverhave I seen so rqany. drunkS.atone

ti:mef > 0 A few days late~ca.me'a dr~fuispellof inactiV'Lty,
and the monotony 'was simply terrific.Sam80I1e ashore-~,.hag a bright
idea'of sending us out. on 'PiddlePatrol',which: had':tw'orresul ts
after a .few we.eka••A)"'Weall b~ame· even more fed-u:P'an~:t.B) . Our
engi:n,~ss.,tCi-rtingcrackingup. The whole thing wassout,t~:t'ly, 'u~e;~ess..and,soul' des:troyin,g.,that;ityvas a crime to,the,w:a:r:.-·effort

Oil' st,the, Fuel . 'D • ea B:.arp'our,going

f6iiirlftLe~:~ne' way' and \llen ,four,miles b'~9kfor about ,§:"We~k,
witp;:":jus:t,·anhour in Port efichdaysuffi'aJ.,ent· t.o get'~si;Qresa.rid
have "a. showerJ, ,,' " ' " ", '

'". ,A little later tl1atlthis we were off to Port Bouet
again.,T11is ,timeJ'Wewere t~beund:er.the orders.o:f, th~:Go:pinsay,
aTrawl~:tt~Th,€Off~icer'S ··and,crew were'~mo stCt)IDP:let.ely "e;x:-fisher-;
...m~!1.,1a.l1ci:'a :tough ,"bunc;htoo .Mac:tlle 'Skipper was 'a<!;rea:j.:J.1arodetl~d
se~.m:a:n;llmt:'with a hear t of\1<;>ld-:except 'to ,the 'menuBQ..er-:qi;lll,i;o
wh6m:his.nam6 :wa,s&lightly a1.teredin toIleJ¥C¥l a gret~t.:tiJne '
ashor~:~"i'rltha bi tof'f,lirting :hereandthereZ nVo\;11d;1-ike,to have
s:p.ent.~·')weekts 'leave.i;here ...OQuld havehqd;,asplen(l~d.ti-mea:Ll ,..rOUl'id-::·.Wewere, erlremely:annoyed (,yhenwewere,of;dered:'tore:turn
t 0:;Tak. on liBe.very day that a great Fete andDancehad ..b~~,Ln
arranged ashore for Armistice Day (T9I8). Wehad'.beenpronUs·~d
lot13'o.:e:things that dfl,y,and: withheavyllearts· we·hacl. tos~,~· •.256
witlI 'HudsonandBlenkinsopreli.eveq.,'u33 ,the lucky'so-s~,..so's~
:Butiwehad some little cons olaniolOl;forwe'knew.tJ:1a,t. 'wehadbe-en
recal1'edsothat we should be' ready to sail for ,Freetown once,
more after an 'absence ,of :over e{ght months •.Wehad. b.ecomera.ther
tired of Tak by this time tand ai thoug;e.~he thought of Freetovm

..;~
.~'
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itself was not t6og6od ,we knew that when the time came for our '
relief that,we' shbuld have a slightly better chaI;tce of getting
relieved.A..'l'"J.dthen too, there was the chance of a trip tp Dakar and
otherplaces.On the way downW ,e had to stop atlTarshallfora fei
days to screen a Yankee ship. I thought "I would gC)'ashore for a

)stretch and also to feel, that I had been a$hore In 'Liberia.So
having become friEmdlywi th anArneric~n Sergeant who had got us
some stores for the ship,Bill Griggs (from,z,02) and I decide<;l ,
that we would pay, a visit to the U.S.AJ::'my.?ndseethe life from
the Rankst ,point bf yiew..;tlJat was ,after cm ..i~i tation, from,~h~ '.
Sergeant Qf.course. Werea:l:t~ed tha,tJ.t was guJ.te, agCl,inst tr~dJ. tJ.0:ete ,and that avery poor vJ.ew could be taken' oftt,but' the>fact
tha~ th~ Cam:p~sso dsolated .and no. J3ritisher~ a.ro~d,~eiis '
dec~de to try ~t out.I'mafra~d we .had nb feel~ng foranY'ofthe
Officers ,of whomwe did not contact any' anyviayJ ," , , ,,'

I was extremely' disappointed in manyways,although
all round it was certainly a better shbwtrum bur chaps ,would
have ptit p.p insimilp.r cirm.unstances .Firstly the N.C. O. s did not

:: sl.eep or mess ,separa telybut shared a Hut withPri vates and ~
. junior ranlar. If I should bav'ebee n a'"Sergeant I should most'certainly have desired a· mess wher"e'I could have, a few privile"ges,

This fact'didnot seem to worrry'the' Americans,no doubtdue<to
the fact tba ttheyw.e:ee not .used oto i,t'any other w:p-. The<~ood
was ~s 'could be expec.tedfor theU •.s.Army-HXcel1ent.Thatrij)~t fOJ
Supper we had Hamburgerswit-h all'thetrimmi!1gseto •.Ar1d:W;;::is
more the messing j,s run on Buffet style,in oj-her w.ords th~;(1;'oops
just walkal"ong the qounterand take as much astheywa.:iit(f'rom
eachdishlThe' Camphad a Cinema,which:showed a.different':fil'ni
every other night. ' -' '

, "There were a large number of col'oured,troopsin the
lpl<3,cewith separate quarters apart from the Whitetroops-.1'here
were tw.oOfficial" Brothels put aside for these lads ,wi:th~he
!§.th€?r imaginative !:lamesof .'?aradise'" a.nd'shahg~i-La'.fJ:1lf313e
:place'~Vlere kept "medically, inspected' after ,the Frenchsty1f3',but
the tY]l8,O.f i.nhabi tantcould,.TIotb'e altered.As, wi1;hthe's'elf~
-f?,tyled ,Ame:rico-:Liberians who,run tl1eco'lintry (desceridants'ofthe
freed, slavesfrom ,America)the Ame:ricancoloured troops considered
themSelves on.a very superior basis to the local inhabitants-and
quit~rightlyso in mOE/teases. ' " " "

,.' • ",", It was "at Harshal1 that '!contrac.ted my '.first
rtl~ness' on the Coast. Shortly ~ftergettingashoreI c.ont:ractedsomese---rere'TunmJY'Palaver' ,whicn gradually increaseduntilbv

> ",", _,,' '.', , ';i!"- , " .• • _,' , ~ "'.. .,' _ ," _ ' " " . ',', •••

the time' I returned "to the ship I was doubled up in: agony.It wa:;;
rath~r'apeculia.r s~rt of pain,_"being~a thous,,-ndf~lg(made"worse)
by vlolent contractIons every 30 seconds,from wh~ch there was no
relief' in any posi tion.This had to be endured for two days until
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we arrived j.Y'. Freetown. I had pack'~d my case ready to get "to
Eospital,"but the usual Sick Bay procedure was.in fdree,and the
11.0. not "being'availa"ble I had to wait until the morning.Pride
prevented me from saying that I feJ,t 'like Death',and "because
I had no temperature the S;B.A. had had instructions that a man
could not therefore "be si ck~J However I saw tYe ])oc lat er that
evening as he had come to th.eRase for the W.R. Party,andhe
packed me off to Kissyto theuncompletedR.N.Fospital for.observat~
-ion.After several tests he could not determinethetr~m"ble,and
to avoid him ,sending' me to lkspitaI(Stillwishing to keep. my ,
record cleanif·at all possibleJ)I asked to:remain there for anothe'
-r daYtOn the second day,not having eaten for four days I began
to feel better and We£, 'evertually 'let ,out '. It was then,liliat I
put the dister"bance down to a cold in the Tummy,similar to one
I had contracted in Bawurst: "bek in I94I,It was not, f?urpr$sing,
as I would turriin at nights covered in a heavy sweat ; and my
bun1c"beingopposi te a scuttle ,w'uJ,.dreceive. a draught on. my body
all night.AII was well again within a c()l1ple of weeks,without
feeling'the sersi tive at ,any: sign' o·f a draught. . ,

Freetown hact the usi]<:;tl,depr!3ssing atmoshere ,possibly
evep. worse ,now as tnere'was such lif-tle sea time to do.Vie spent
the first' th:ree weekss1;'\Tinging round a Buoy,apd nearly.eyery day
was. spent in, colle ctin1::(stores from a dozen ~lifferentplac es ' all

oveJ:','an.a:r;ea the size ,of J'TorthLond6n" with transport a:t C:1TI 'extreme
miniinUin.Whe:r'8r;tSeight months ago onehad to go to three d'if'ferent
plac esin:9~dert ()be able to get, onearti cle, one now had to go
tofiv~I>lDur~ng lTovem"berand Decemb.B:rwe did two four day Sweeps'and two days exerci 8es. '

Four ,more of tlJe c:tew.were relieved at th end of Kovembe
-r,leaving three more to "berelieved,The :real task n0V'! "began of
training the new laos,and a re.al task it was too.Drills every. day,
more drills for the Gun's Crew who had never seen a gun before. We
were all ve~i'y pleased at the excellent shbot clu:dng the exerci:i?es':'
so was the Gunlayer ,because he knevr 'that his drilling would begin
igainifhe did not do so weIll::

:x!tlas1943 wasa"bout the ",,\ost miserable 1 have ever had,
and came about this way.Alt' ough the liquor supply was so small
thatitprohi"bitedheavy c;rinking,we had :reserved as mch as we
could to Ill2..kea merry time of things •Xmas Eve star,ted''VVell and,
the cowd gathered around 302 who was tiec1 up alongside us. The
:Bay echoed with t:h.e strains of the Gramo];lhonewhich Don' 112.,dgiven
permission to be played., over the TooudEaile!:',with its a"1using
announuements "biTmembers of the crew,At 2330 feeling in the mood
,for anything I ~ent ashore with Paddy 0' Shea ,?afc1y Hannant ,another
Irishman ,and 'Digger'}:li tehell. I elid not realise that' they were goi
to JIidnight lTass at the P.O. 'CTIurch in Freetovvn,"but having gone
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ashore vvith them I decided to go with them to Church 8.S a matter,
of intere.st,Jt proved to "be extremely interesting£al i!\ough ..I
was no~ "byanw means converted at the conclusion~The J3;ack choir
singing Hymns ili I;atin was most soothing.8Jmd melodious. ~

After the Service tlH;-'ger l ,Paddy 8nd I went into
ovm to s eeif we could cr2,sh into'some Wag Dance-lJeirg dressed

in civvies.J3'nt itwas ratherlate,andso VIe TI1?vdeOuc~way back.to
-wards Kline' Bay, By God w vrere.,thirsty.and passing by a house ,
we watchecl a drunken" crowd of Wogs coming out after celebrating
some"body's 76th Birthoay.Wecouldnothelp.but accept theirgreeti
-ngs and found ourselves singing hymns with them.VVhEmthe offer
came to go 1mcl<:with them and h8..ve a 'drink our Eyes Ii t, upZSo for
the fun ofi t ,cmd Imowing. :vmat sort of' a hovel to expect".wejoir: e
the party.God,wp.s,t a shocking dive it Vias too-dark,dirty arid
smelly.But WP felt in .€Soodspirits ,and wi th a 'brand new bottle
of Faig GcoldLabel to empty we were ready for anything. However
after a half hour ,the smell was just ali ttle too strong,andso
by adding a few cholce words to 'Digger 'mixed up with aHyr;m we
dlBcided to leave them 'to it'.Wegotback to, the Base"at 04;)0
and were told to" be ready for sea at 0600.Andwe ~'iTerelooking
forward so mcb to a lie-in until .noon1:So off to Sea we went
and Xmas Day was simply a procession of ratings to the ShlJ?ls
side' giving offe ings to Father lTeptune~:Rarely have, I see:p.rpo man
-y fat heads all at once.Don and I we ethe only ones. wh9;~E3J:'enot
sick,but my.head was still as fat as arYthing.~-!-:,~~/:¥
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;;,:,;Very'f~w()f thenatiTes In West MrI~& eTer touch

European 'food-somehow It does not seem $0 ' 8cee ~'th·.th"A%1d
of· ~e,~peans eam:lot',staa4. the liatiTe'd1.etoi'-YUUlI,
J?;P*i11rl.s,C',l!t>pi,eoea ()f Fish ,and GGd PloYS ~t -else.Fisb is
I~~:x.l';"~~ ..~th .t1,lee.~ l'eople,~p:_IJL:·4$:1i4 •• ,\i~.a·stale

'.fi~~~~ p.~a,.dJ~~t~f'H.1f.shi:psl!ltatio-nedout here.-emp1oy. an
,Af'it"l~.ae·& O~"k 0:r;Wardroom,SteYfJ.rd •.a.nd oJ,l,sev.eral'sh1psI -,
hB.T~~h~d,'!·fr~-r'tori"~.f-fr;ptf.l·sme11. ·Otl<bo8.ri:;betngtrae ed

_.~"i!~·~~~~~;"~r~~l~l~i:"!ftp~~irni~e:1;fr-:a.~}1l::~~o~
st~t~, tl1a.t;,~e7·"'er.e:·l!SoG1'lr~"-~·-·<,;,-· 'r - .
. . ,." .••..", , '.,." ... , , .. :,., ',"i).):',,:.,.,'::',:.':", "",'.,.- {":." "",' <.', . ',", ,,"":'~''':'_'':'.~',,'' _', ",,', ", _;,...•~.:-r..,_.:.----''''''., .. ,;'-~

··i. :':J.j.:;~.~e.ncoUl1t:ry: •.•eyea>!f-es:t,;Url.~:ti&s; lit_town--:~:e,~.~~J~t;':i"~~-.....~r~",~~X .~~i.~~~~r-i'a:'i!~~~~t)8tQ~'''.;r ,10t1rry t•
.'l'he~~i~e:i\,~r~ee.'be't1re.~i 'the-·~~:tYl'e8 ,()"tf,'oods.Ana,.to ..
th:E,!,!01d~~9a.s~Et:rt a~:Etg'.()pean_"clinngJ1e:re,~tl:n1'la,,:·is the day
t";:~Yi~ ....~~~i' lfu."t ;st' .•.....r~.n 1Vi1l,BO()%1 '1)fil,; '17'ri~e'*Lttts

Jaf~; ~1.l?~Jt9!t~).aS;al1ie~l~.~· eJ.th"ttg}li th.1":i"~8not'-: tll&
!onmuarirJ!m:i:~i:~~:~;~nfl"GJI.' Chi~k~n,~~~d,{:p~lm~~':B~11ed

..... -Eggs,lliCle fUl4' variou~ iTegetabl~ ~d~:to~'1bakethe
, .-!>~st,:.: 0.1 o~: ~h~,~xture.Al~J~."oqke4 ~~/.~ Oil.
, (2) :>:IfJmt?:J;o~s.,!~ef'! ?'l:;rpla t~1I4"~:~~~Ol.U1',t.\- th~; ta.ble,

-i:.,.~.:)'~'1l,,~: CPl1~~~i~~.clffootifS'i841~~nch.~,at1dxt'Med
",,",9tQ,~~8.~,ct";).~ ~." :f~i~.' tO~:~G'$,~~~"'~ g"l:otntt, .

-!'~=I:,,~~~;::t~t;f~te.:~!::;:~:;~rr::{~~ge~,
"1.,1tikEt,':4 ..~.~J.,lq'~l!18r~~! ,1and·o~er; natlY~'Teg,~t•.bles.

i~"" ...• dl'p."i4~,1~':t'<t~e~,;n~;l:pi11got/tlb811d:~ddthe-other
ea.-i~n~~'Jl8;,,1lest1,~., ~tl'·:o~er t(t heaJi)th~.plil.ter~gJ.:lt::up to

•,.is ..j;~~~l,a.)\ld:. ~re:Jhfm .•"tlU;~r..bas'lleeJ1"~Qensmne(lj~;<p.~ta.ker then
.' -~:;,::K ...~".~!~;:":!~~,s~~~b,i.~.r:;t9,~" ...pi~~ 99m:f~;r~a,bl.~_"..~ir' 1n the

.. '.';.'~~~n~.~.,!,~:,~~:p...,~;e$..,.~lY,':..!~nM~.'.':-q..t.l.t"~..r,t1.~ll:~r,~~S~'t). tr tJJ.~ dayJ 1..1."'\<::~;nm.s(:.7~~-Ol" .~el1,'~Snnday•.i~: the.· id.eal· da.yII*rr~a11;y does
t~<";'~~·~~"~tt~:.~i~~i~~!', '_ ' ~ " ,'. ..."',~)i .':',., '.

": ."..<,:.,{;·d,}:;~~r~::,lr3-,)~;t~ft ~i;~t .grGlf'thot Fru1t ,~long t:o.e:,loas t
;.<:'::t~t" .~.··;1t1~.'~~~~~~/5~e~~.1al ,proP9si~i.n.:Blt'tc:~$.rtttn~~~l:rf'"
:.iQ'~'~:g.~:(: ·~~~.~II ..::~ft~c1)~~n~+.sJi t~ b:"omd:tba ..t-.»~:o:r:''Y1 ~.I.LI.'. .". . 'slt.,-- ·l~~~t,'1;he',,:Gold,goa.stand·lfiger!;a:&l'e:<otlle·"·best s~o~ ..II,.

~,. 1!:~~~:t~()nE}:J'~~;'(}~)~~':~~~ ·exee.~f.~ngl3"P~or.Let:ustak4i't
.•.rq.~>.....•~ , ....•' tt...m.- · c e....•.' >o.t._.~(~}1..:.ce/,S-~..l..(iqfJ~. s t.,..f:l:'\1.it. ';- G.rapefH~~.•~.·I'.:tl., av. '~.' 'tasted~~~.~;t-ter"h~r~ t~fbE;tTee,:'e:t-cG.efromC~ ..tornla·Grthe ..'
. Cape.:eu'ethey all vary in -size,and verye~e#~the~~c""1l1.be
different. tastes to the frai t.Thebest ,howevei:.are just lIke '
a~eat big juicy Or8.J'1ge,wi th,just that slightest bit ef sharp
-neeswhioh makes a Grapefriit.
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1;'2:2 - be ,n on t::e Co?,~t 8, mont" Ie,s,., .thaT:' nyself. I
to sign:?"l }"reetovlD for confirJ:TIatioD,ano. the reply c.s,meback ...
co"firmed i,t alright out also ad(')ed that I 1J'iould"be relieved
'very shortly'-B:06ray~Fox who h2,d been ~),-d Lt on board ,72,8
to ?7/" asXo.I. and his place 778,staken by a ~ ]~idshi
Y/illiams.

Characters~n theQ-ast.
i:-"TI:reck'(J3reckenriQge) ,Canadian,C.O. of'2,9S •Fad Co short
beardall·thetime·I ]mevr him. He'l of a booze artist ,and C0111
drink 2vl1 night long x:ikm:tt witho'ut l')attj.ng an eyeli,d •.Justsa
down OD his chair 8,t the· 'sessions' and stayed in the same
-ion 8,11 the time ,sJleaJdng and r1aking 'VTIse-crp,cks in a strong
dour Canac1ianaccent.A great se"unan,cmd very:oopular I'dthhis
men.Thefavollrite story told about :Breck is the time wJmnhe
in the :R.A.F. Hospital at Takorac3i having only just got over
the crucial point in J3lacl0"raterfe'ver. The Sister on Duty
to catch him one' night taking::,a drink from a bottIeolfi'Gin.
a very consciencious Girl she gave him a terriflc '"bortling',
and on looking into his cU]J1:w8,rdfound another six bottles of
- Z !!.1 reckon th?,t he go away from the Coast not an hour too
late.. .
2. Ian 70rcett,English,C.O. of 302.Veny tall with an imposing
bearo1vhich gave him a terrific e.JD.ountof self'-co.nfidence •

. '
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./ At the beginning of February we"sai:·red for "8iss~w, taking
'with us as uassengers Rusty Rouse ana Capt~in ~odda o£ the Freeto_-ym Police. They had both been in neeo/,-d a r;.oliday and naturally'

both jumped at the c:ij.ance to comevri th us. So under ideal circums t
-ancee we left Freeto"Wn foY.'the trip we had_ been lo01dngfoI'ward
to ever since we had arrived at lJhRRi!SwgQli'reetovm.Forthis was a
special "Diplomatic' trip to neutral terri tory-Portugues Gu±rrE\?-""
and as International :Laws say we couJd only be there for 24 hours
After a day's journey vrith a dead cal!!l Sea and gloriaus SunsJ1in.e.
The entrance to Cayo River is treachorous,since it is full of
sand1Janks ffiponyof ..which are un"!'oa.rkedon the Chart.However we duly
arrived ano foundl: someone 'Naitingto take our moorings out to .
the .J3uoy,which was "Very helpful indeed •• :Nosooner h,id we tied:'J.~.r~
-than the British Consul-}!r. Graham-came aboard to do thenecessarv
receptions etc.Se-veralotherPortugueiSe also ca.'TI.eaboard,but theV
Goyernbr was unable to attend as· he·wasup-country.Mr Goldsmith,
hisassistant":who comes .fromPalmers Greyn-hel1)ed·us to do our
qhopping ashore'which consisted chiefly :t'ngetting ina supply of
Wi,nesand Portsforvariom~r people in Freetmvn-arid ourselves of
course .•I managed to get. ...•'SZ.··coupleof bottles ofCh2",,'TIpagrieand Port~

J~.'.tt supplies "i •.~r ~ J!:..otll!~.~:;~.(~~.d.·.·as ,no ShiP. ,had.1Jeen.i.D.:f.rom ~ortug~over s:I:~/weeks.Between uS,we bought all t"e rermunlng S~lk
stcckings in the}o1N11,of' which there were nottoomany.
. In.t;~e'evening there was a smal':I.Dance and'par-tyfor us

given at tBe Consulate,to which were inv:i ted several of the local'TTen.and ,Ylo~en'.Drinks flowed·, thuss~ing s orne of the, awkward monen
causedth!'qugh tack oftall<:between,-;he Portugues iO'.TIcLourselyes.However~he dan6inghelped a:L,ot,and we learnt one orJwoDances
similar to~ our Lambeth 'NalJdBythe time the ,,:,arty ;brol~e up Vie-
The :Sri tish~rswer8'feeli" g quite fr5_s1{y,and so we had our1j,sual
songs which are not exactly etiquettE: in front of Women.I remertrbe
on the way back to the ship relieving ,the Q.M. of the Oars,intendi

i/l.~ngto nnv the Gang back to the ship myself ,13.ndmakingab~t four
~\attempt~ -to _get. alongside w'ith q1hite a tide- !unning,whichcaused
V}'g~eat amusement not to say' the leC'.st of a.lot of p--taking by the
\,~6the;rdrun~s:'I'heConsulllad 2J!lazed us during the evening ,ashe
.j;\rov·ed tn be quite proficient with his songs. a:rd could scrape a
neat tune .,0nhisViolin..A:nexceedinglyfine 24 hours ,and after
a:;few drinks on board the next day which the Belgian ConsiJl also
attended we sailed jl1ts after dropping them as}"]ore;As an appre6~'k"
-t.ionof our good time we fire off three rounds with tlfe 3pdr, .
which byIJon 's juggling at the Wheel,nearly blew a Lighthouseout of ,the Water~JDustv and Rodda were ver sorrv inc1eei:1toleave
"he,c(?hip at FreetwWn.A~ soon as we had tied up Don heard that "he

~s'<it last relieved and bhat 'Dig.ser t Illtchell who had been ]'::-0.I
\,~87 was the new C.O. Although Don had COrrleout ¥&y!ith me\ .,
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